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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PLEASURE DRIVEWAY AND 
PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 6:30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2024 HELD AT THE BONNIE 
NOBLE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 1125 WEST LAKE AVENUE, PEORIA, IL 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant (v), Steve Montez, and 
President Robert Johnson 

TRUSTEES ABSENT:  Vice President Alexander Sierra and Trustee Reagan Leslie Hill 

STAFF PRESENT:   Executive Director Emily Cahill, Brent Wheeler, Becky Fredrickson, Scott Loftus, Matt 
Freeman, Shalesse Pie, Brianna Cobb, Attorney William Streeter, Attorney Kevin Day, 
Chief Todd Green, Mike Friberg, Jeff Heiden, Angie Fryxell, Dan Snowden, Miles Howley, 
Edward Spencer, and Alicia Woodworth. 

1. CALL TO ORDER
President Robert Johnson presided and called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm.

2. ROLL CALL

3. CALL FOR MOTION TO PERMIT TRUSTEE TO ATTEND MEETING ELECTRONICALLY
Trustee Harant requested to attend this meeting electronically due to a family emergency.  Trustee
Montez MOVED TO ALLOW Trustee Harant attend this meeting electronically.  Motion seconded by
Trustee Covington and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, and Montez,
and President Johnson. (Results 4 Ayes; 0 Nays)

On July 23, 2024, Trustee Hill requested to attend this meeting electronically due to work purposes.
Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO ALLOW Trustee Hill attend this meeting electronically.  Motion seconded by
Trustee Montez and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, and Montez, and
President Johnson. (Results 4 Ayes; 0 Nays)

On July 23, 2024, a request was received by Trustee Hill on behalf of Vice President Sierra to attend this
meeting electronically due to work purposes.  Trustee Montez MOVED TO ALLOW Vice President Sierra
attend this meeting electronically.  Motion seconded by Trustee Bertschy and carried on the following roll
call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, and Montez, and President Johnson. (Results 4 Ayes; 0 Nays)

4. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

5. MINUTES
5.A. Approval of Minutes of June 26, 2024 Regular Board Meeting 

Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the June 26, 2024 Regular Board meeting minutes.  
Motion seconded by Trustee Montez and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, 
Covington, Harant, and Montez, and President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays). 

6. STAFF REPORTS
6.A. Executive Director 

6.B. Superintendent of Human Resources – Contributions Committee Scholarship Recognition 
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Shalesse Pie stated that the 2024 scholarship recipients were selected. Prospective candidates 
submit information about themselves including past grades, career expectations and a general 
overview of their goals and extracurricular activities. The Employee Contributions Fund 
Committee review and select recipients each year for contributions fund scholarship as well as 
the board scholarship. The following six students were selected for scholarships: 

Sarah Wheeler – is currently attending The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She is 
pursuing her bachelors’ degree in Political Science & Information Sciences plus Data Science. She 
is the daughter of Brent Wheeler, Deputy Director.  

Ellie Cahill – is currently attending Illinois Wesleyan University. She is pursuing her bachelors’ 
degree in Nursing. She is the daughter of Emily Cahill, Executive Director.  

Kacy Snowden – will be attending Illinois Central College. She will be pursuing studies to one day 
work as a Sterile Processing Technician. She is the daughter of Daniel Snowden, Assistant 
Manager at Kellogg Golf Course.  

Mackenzie Fryxell – will be attending Illinois Central College. She will be pursuing studies to one 
day work as a Medical Laboratory Technician. She is the daughter of Angela Fryxell, Payroll & 
Accounts Payable Specialist.  

Hannah Heiden – is currently attending The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. She is 
pursuing her bachelors’ degree in Interdisciplinary Health Science. She is the daughter of Jeff 
Heiden, Director of Golf Course Maintenance.  

Nicala Yoho – will be attending Carl Sandburg College. She will be enrolling in the Associate 
Degree Nursing Program. She is the daughter of Ginger West, FOCUS Program Specialist - HISRA. 

Total amount of scholarships given this year is $4,500. Scott Loftus and Shalesse Pie chair the 
Employee Contributions Committee. Members of the committee include: Steve Hausler, Mary 
Harden, Vernon Johnson, Nyk Sutter-Downs, Angela Bland and Brianna Cobb. 

6.C. Superintendent of Planning, Design & Construction 
Becky Fredrickson presented the June 2024 Project Report and stated that currently, there are no 
projects materially behind schedule. Please see Attachment A. 

6.D. Chief of Police 
Chief Todd Green presented the June 2024 Police Report.  Please see Attachment B. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
7.A. Finance Committee  

The Finance Committee Presents the Accounts Payable for Approval  
Trustee and Finance Committee Chair Bertschy reported that the Finance Committee met earlier 
today and reviewed the accounts payable. The Committee members present unanimously 
recommends to the Board that the accounts shown in the materials attached to the agenda be 
paid. As Chair of the Finance Committee, Trustee Bertschy MOVES TO APPROVE the accounts 
payable items shown in the agenda materials. Motion seconded by Trustee Covington and carried 
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on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, Montez, and President 
Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays) 

 
 7.B. Finance Committee – Approval of Over Reserve Items 
  Trustee and Finance Committee Chair Bertschy stated that during the last Finance Committee 

 meeting, the Finance Committee approved a motion to recommend to the Full Board that the 
 Board approve expenditure of up to $650,000 from the over reserve towards the Golf Learning 
 Center project and up to $200,000 of the over reserve for purposes of the artwork at Bradley 
 Park. 

 
 Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the over reserve items as recommended by the Finance 

Committee.  Motion seconded by Trustee Covington and carried on the following roll call vote:  
Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, and Montez, and President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 
Nays). 

 
8.   NEW BUSINESS  
 8.A. Naming Policy 
 Executive Director Cahill stated that after discussion at June 12 and June 26 Strategic Ad Hoc 

committee meetings, and with consensus of the Board, the following policy is presented for 
review and approval. Per policy, this review is a first read with a vote on the policy set for the next 
regular board meeting. 

 
 PPD POLICY ON NAMING PARK PROPERTIES, PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES  
 
 This policy addresses the naming of Peoria Park District properties, programs, and facilities. It is to 

be applied prospectively and does not require the re-naming of any existing park properties, 
programs, or facilities unless so determined by the PPD Board (“Board”).  

 
 1. New park properties, programs, and facilities shall be promptly named in accord with this 

policy. The name selected is intended to be the permanent name of that park property, program, 
or facility. The name shall be determined prior to the opening or commencement of the park 
property, program, and facility, and widely publicized to the public to acquaint the public with the 
name of that park property, program, and facility.  

 
 2. The name of a park property, program, or facility should bear a relation to the science, nature, 

geography, culture, or history of this area or to significant figures or events of state or national 
history.  

 
 3. No park properties, programs, or facilities shall be named for a living person or existing entity, 

except where there is a compelling case for such honor or where the new park property or facility 
(or its cost) is offered to the District and the donor stipulates a name as being part of the 
consideration for the donation. In the latter case, the Board has the prerogative of accepting or 
rejecting that donation offer.  

 
 4. No existing park properties, programs, and facilities, previously named, shall have portions of 

such park properties, programs, and facilities re-named, unless so determined by the Board. A 
portion of any presently named park property, program, or facility may be given a different name 
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so long as it does not change the overall name of the existing park property, program, or facility. 
For example, rooms in a named facility may be given an individual’s name that is different than 
the name of the facility, so long as the subsequent naming does not materially impact the weight 
of the prior naming. Where property is added to an existing park, the additional park property 
may be given a different name should that naming reflect the proportionality of the increase in 
the overall park property.  

5. Park properties, programs, and facilities shall not be named for District officials or staff until a
minimum of five years has passed from the termination of their service to the District, and then
only where truly exceptional circumstances are found by the Board to justify the naming.

6. Rooms within buildings may be given specific names but then only in accord with all provisions
of this policy.

7. Park properties and facilities may bear appropriate plaques or markers, as approved by the
Board, to honor people, including District officials and staff, who have made a material
contribution to the creation of such properties or facilities.

8.B. Letter of Intent for Food and Beverage Operator Agreement at GLC 
Executive Director Cahill stated that in August 2022, Representative Jehan Gordon-Booth publicly 
announced a $4million award from the State of Illinois to support the reimagination of the 
District’s Golf Learning Center. Included in this plan is the establishment of a high-quality food and 
beverage experience for patrons who visit the facility.  

After an extensive search, the District began talks with Matt Rixner, owner of the Fox Pub, and 
Nick Babcock, former owner of Bearded Owl Brewery who presented to the Board of Trustees 
their interest in serving in this capacity in 2023.  

With board approval, staff has worked since that time to negotiate the basic terms of a Letter of 
Intent which is attached hereto for board review and approval.  

The document is a high-level statement of shared commitments and builds a foundation for more 
formal, comprehensive legal document. Included in this resolution is a general outline of 
operations and responsibilities of the parties, rent and fee structure, maintenance and repairs, 
and general legal provisions. Upon receipt of said approval, staff will continue to work with Rixner 
and Babcock, along with legal counsel to draft an Operating Agreement which will in turn come to 
the board for final approval of the collaboration. 

As such, staff recommends approval of the attached Resolution which expresses the official intent 
of the District to enter into an operations/lease agreement with Rixner and Babcock which will 
come before the Board of Trustees for approval upon completion. 

Trustee Harant MOVED TO APPROVE the Letter of Intent for the Food and Beverage Operator 
Agreement at GLC.  Motion seconded by Trustee Montez and carried on the following roll call 
vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, and Montez, and President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 
0 Nays). 
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8.C. OSLAD Grant Application 
Becky Fredrickson stated that staff is preparing an Illinois Department of Natural Resources Open 
Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant for the re‐development of recreational 
amenities in Markwoodlands Park. The OSLAD application requires that development projects on 
previously acquired land must certify that they were acquired using certain processes, OR that 
they were acquired before 1971. Markwoodlands Park parcels were acquired in 1970 and 1973. 

As such, staff recommends certifying the Acquisition History and Certification form OS/DOC-2A in 
order to apply for the OSLAD development grant. 

Trustee Montez MOVED TO APPROVE the certifying of the Acquisition History and Certification 
form OS/DOC-2A for Markwoodlands Park Improvements. Motion seconded by Trustee Bertschy 
and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, and Montez, and 
President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays). 

Becky Fredrickson then stated that staff is preparing an Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant for the re‐development of 
recreational amenities in Markwoodlands Park. As a requirement of the grant process, a 
Resolution of Authorization must be signed by the applicant’s chief elected official. The grant 
application proposes improvements to the existing football field and baseball fields, installation of 
a new playground and shelter, and the installation of accessible paths to the new and existing  
elements.   

As such, staff recommends approved the Resolution of Authorization (Form OS/DOC-
3) for the Open Space Land Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) grant program in order to
apply for a grant for the re‐development of Markwoodlands Park.

Trustee Covington MOVED TO APPROVE the Resolution of Authorization Form OS/DOC-3 for the 
Open Space Land Acquisition and Development Grant Program in order to apply for a grant for 
the re-development of Markwoodlands Park. Motion seconded by Trustee Montez and carried on 
the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, and Montez, and President 
Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays). 

8.D. Pre-Travel Authorization for Trustees to Attend the 2024 NRPA Conference in Atlanta, GA 
October 8-10, 2024 
As required by state law and Peoria Park District policy, attached are pre-travel cost estimates for 
Trustees to attend the NRPA Annual Conference in Atlanta, GA October 8-10, 2024. Trustees will 
complete the process by providing a post-travel audit of expenses including itemized receipts, 
which will also be presented to the Board for consideration. 

Staff recommends the Board approve the pre-travel estimates for costs associated with the 
participation of Trustees to attend the NRPA Annual Conference in Atlanta, GA October 8-10, 
2024. Please note that at this time, not all Trustees have indicated their intent on attending and 
therefore, we do not have an exact number of Trustees attending. 

Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the Pre-Travel Authorization for Trustees to Attend the 
2024 NRPA Conference in Atlanta, GA October 8-10, 2024.  Motion seconded by Trustee Montez 
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and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Bertschy, Covington, Harant, and Montez, and 
President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays). 

9. CALENDAR OF CONSENT ITEMS
9.A. Purchase of a 2024 F350 per State of Illinois Contract 
9.B. Bid – Peoria Zoo Boardwalk Staining 

Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent items 9.A. and 9.B.  Motion seconded 
by Trustee Montez and carried on the following roll call vote:  Trustees Bertschy, Covington, 
Harant, and Montez, and President Johnson. (Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays). 

10. PENDING BUSINESS
None at this time.

11. CITIZEN REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD
None at this time

12. COMMUNICATIONS
12.A.  Kroger Rewards

Kroger Rewards in the amount of $79.42 has been donated to the Park District Foundation for Q2 
2024. 

13. OTHER BUSINESS
Trustee Montez stated that he would like to have placed on the agenda of the next or future meeting a
discussion of the budget procedure and discussion of the budget in the approval process.  He would like to
have a more transparent budget discussion this year.

Trustee Harant asked in regards to the RFQ for a sustainability consultant, what is the timeframe?  Executive
Director Cahill replied that the Request for Qualifications for an energy consultant as was discussed as part of
last year’s strategic plan of the over reserve, it has been published and responses are due early August.  Staff
hopes to provide a recommendation to the Board by end of August, early September.

14. ACTION STEPS REVIEW
None at this time.

15. ADJOURNMENT
At 7:16 pm Trustee Bertschy MOVED TO ADJOURN. Motion seconded by Trustee Montez and carried by
unanimous aye of those present.

Full discussion can be viewed at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/live/KC_-LLefzGM?si=p9lZt6eXJFX3I2Yd 

_______________________________________ 
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth       
Executive Assistant and Board Secretary 

https://www.youtube.com/live/KC_-LLefzGM?si=p9lZt6eXJFX3I2Yd


PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION DIVISION
MONTHLY PROJECT REPORT

JUNE 2024

PROJECTS IN PLANNING AND/OR DESIGN PROJECTS OUT TO BID/QUOTE PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED PROJECTS

Bike Trail ‐ Growth Cell 1A Section Donovan Covered Storage Bldg Bike Trail Underdrains at Bishop Bradley Ballfield Dugout Improv.
Bradley Serv. Bldg Restroom/Sewer Connect Logan Kickball Surface Re‐seal Bradley Upper Playground Improv. Camp Wokanda Replace Well Transformer
Bradley Sidewalks Logan Path Replacement Charter Oak Path Replace Charter Oak Path Culverts Replace
Bradley Softball Infield Peoria Zoo Boardwalk Staining  Charter Oak Tennis Court Crack Repair Detweiller North Road Inlet Replace
Bradley Dry Run Creek Retaining Wall Engr. RiverPlex Refinish Wood Gym Floor Chartwell Path/Culvert Repair Glen Oak Site Work
Camp Wokanda Lodge Siding ‐ Ph. 2 Detweiller Mill & Repave Edges of N. Road‐Ph 2 HISRA Roof Coating
Camp Wokanda Road/Hill Improv Detweiller Septic Tank Replace Kellogg Pump House B/F Preventor Repl.
Cassidy Walking Paths Events Walk‐in Cooler Kellogg Canopy/Cart Parking Renovation
Cassidy Pier Upgrades FPNC Dumpster Pad Kellogg Irrigation Panel Installation
Detweiller Restroom Building Improvements Glen Oak Electric Train Lakeview Park Repair Storm Sewer/Culvert
Detweiller Connect to Public Water ‐ Bore Glen Oak Electric Train Shelters Lakeview Rec Refinish Wood Gym Floor
Detweiller Drainage Improve off Rt 29 Glen Oak Lagoon Path Lakeview Rec Gym Painting
Donovan Storage Bins Glen Oak Lagoon Fence Removal Logan Site Improvements
Donovan ‐ Cyd's Lower Roofs Replace Glen Oak Playground Replacement Luthy Inlet Replace
ESC ‐ Purchasing Office Improv Glen Oak Tennis Court Lights ‐ Upgrade Madison Storage Building
FPNC Parking Lot Renovation ‐ Ph 1 Glen Oak Playground Perimeter Fence Morton Square Site Improvements
FPNC Valley Loop Trail Bridges ‐ Upgrades Glen Oak Shelter Newman Storage Bldg
FRC Sidewalk by Concession Bldg GLC Improvements ‐ DCEO Grant Newman Pump House Door Installation
FRC Playground Replace Golf ‐ Add 3 Forward Tees Owens Zam Garage Door Repl
Giant Oak Park Fence GVD Erosion Repair at Grand View Ave Owens Locker Room Painting
GLC Irrigation Improvements GVD Full Depth Patching Proctor Wood Gym Floor Refinish
Golf Cart Path Improvements Lakeview Splashpad Equipment Proctor Ext Window Trim Repair
Gun Range Road Improv. Lakeview Prefab Restroom Building Proctor Pool Paint
GVD Lower Sediment Basin Improvement Lakeview Swings RiverPlex Pool Heat Exchangers
GVD Pavilion Move Logan Exercise Equipment Stadium Roadway Improve ‐ Ph. 3
GVD Erosion Repairs near Country Club Morton Square Arch Swing Trewyn Main Room Floor Replace
Gwynn Asphalt Paths Noble Center Exterior Painting Ph. 2 Zoo Tiger People Barrier
Kellogg Culvert Replace on #1 Noble Center Front Window Replacement Zoo Swift Fox Exterior Exhibit
Kellogg Drainage in front of 7 & 9 Greens Exec Newman Replace Irrigation Pump Zoo Cooler/Freezer
Kellogg ‐ Consult for Storm Water Capture PlayHouse Slate Roof Replace
Lakeview Family Aquatic Center ‐ Demo PlayHouse Inlet Replace
Lakeview Splashpad Rock Island Greenway Asphalt ‐ Chanute
Lakeview Rec Elevator Engineering Trewyn Swings
Luthy Storage Area Fence Zoo Africa Nighthouse Roof Coatings
Luthy Conservatory Boiler Burner Replace Zoo Spider Monkey Exterior Exhibit
Madison Concrete NE of Clubhouse Repl.
Morton Sq. Sidewalks
Newman Replace Steps on Tee #1
Noble Center Ice/Snow Guards ‐ Serv. Entr.
Owens Back Bridge Decking Replace
Peoria Players Rooftop Unit Engineering Bold Type indicates projects that have moved 
Peoria Zoo Path Lights to a new column since last month.
Peoria Zoo Path Improvements ‐ Ausi

ATTACHMENT A



PROJECTS IN PLANNING AND/OR DESIGN PROJECTS OUT TO BID/QUOTE PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED PROJECTS

Peoria Zoo Generators (Biocenter & Giraffe)
Peoria Zoo Viewing Window Repl ‐ Ph. 2
Peoria Zoo Lodge Thatch Roof Coating
Pond Aerators
Proctor Polish Locker Room Floors
RiverPlex Whirlpool Replace
RiverPlex Vestibule Air Curtains
Sommer Farm Living History Utility Improv.
Tawny Oaks Visitor Center A/C
Trewyn Fascia Painting
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