MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 3:00 P.M. ON APRIL 5, 2022, AT
THE BONNIE NOBLE CENTER FOR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, 1125 W. LAKE AVENUE,
PEORIA, ILLINOIS.
TRUSTEES PRESENT:

Chairperson Trustee Joyce Harant, Vice Chair Trustee Laurie Covington,
Trustee Timothy Bertschy (v), Trustee Alex Sierra, and President Robert
Johnson
(v) = attended virtually via Zoom

STAFF PRESENT:

Executive Director Emily Cahill, Matt Freeman, Becky Fredrickson, Mike
Friberg, Scott Loftus, Mary Harden, Mike Miller, JD Russell (v), Brent
Wheeler, and Alicia Woodworth

OTHERS:

None

1. CALL TO ORDER
Trustee Joyce Harant called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
3. MINUTES
3.A.
Approval of March 1, 2022 Planning Committee Meeting Minutes
Trustee Laurie Covington moved to approve the minutes from March 1, 2022. Motion
seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on unanimous voice vote.
4. NEW BUSINESS
4.A.
Redistricting Map Discussion
To further the redistricting discussion, Mike Friberg presented his latest efforts in the
Park District redistricting and provided the City of Peoria’s newly-created redistrict map.
Please see Attachment A. The City of Peoria moved many of their districts to
north/south assumingly to give more attention to the riverfront. Previous to the 1989
voting rights lawsuit, Park District Trustees were all considered at-large. As such, the
District needs to ensure the Southern District has one Trustee and it has to be a minority
majority district and the Park District is focused primarily on the minority population in
the Southern District. Central and Northern Districts appear to fall into line. The city
council districts appear to focus on geography. In the past, the Park District was looked
at as a whole by Trustees, rather than by district as it may be now. The implication is
that everyone in the Park District is represented, so essentially, everyone is represented.
Funding and resources are not divided by district.
Through discussion, it was agreed that Trustees have two goals in the redistricting 1)
Keep the Northern Valley in the Central District and 2) Preserve the infrastructure and
landmarks such as Donovan Park currently in the Northern District. Mike stated that the
feedback provided about these two goals provide him with the criteria to consider going
forward in this process. He thanked everyone for this information and direction. Mr.
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Friberg will continue working on the District maps and will present them at the next
Planning Committee meeting on May 3.
4.B.

Mineral Rights Discussion
Mike Friberg stated that as shown in the map below, the District once owned the land
outlined in blue. This is Peoria International Airport. Many years ago, when the airport
expanded, they came to the District and stated they needed our land. The District said
no and that’s why there was a transfer of land. That’s how the District obtained the
Forest Park riverfront and several other parcels. When the District transferred the
property to the airport, it kept the land mineral rights. Aldi’s has expressed interest in
building in the area just north of Limestone High School. In researching the deed, Aldi’s
lawyers learned the District still owns the mineral rights to that land. They would like
the District to waive the mineral rights in perpetuity. There are coal mines that have
been mined out in the past on this land. Staff is hesitant to waive the rights in
perpetuity, would rather do it for a set term. Through discussion, it was decided that
Mr. Friberg will contact Attorney Streeter to counteroffer Aldi’s request of waiving
mineral rights in perpetuity, to a waiver lasting 20 years.

4.C.

Trewyn Park Improvements – Update
Mary Harden stated that approximately a month ago, the District received Trewyn’s
land survey and Planning is now working on developing the request for bid documents.
The shelter and playground are the larger items that are being worked on. Please see
Attachment B. The District would like to install a 36’ octagonal shelter which will go to
the April 20 board meeting for approval. Lead times for obtaining engineering drawings
is approximately 4 weeks and 12-14 weeks for the actual shelter materials to arrive
which puts us at the end of August. There is a very tight completion deadline as per the
City of Peoria, all projects funded through funds earmarked for Trewyn Park has to be
completed by the end of this year. There are three options for the playground.
Emily Cahill stated that the District has put together a survey for people to vote which of
the three options they prefer. The survey is going out today on social media with a
boosted post. The District is working with the Principal at Trewyn School to have the
kids at Trewyn vote. The Proctor Center social media pages include the survey
information. The District is also working with the Moonlight Coalition to reach out to
Minutes: Planning Committee
April 5, 2022
Page 2

people and with Katie Van Cleve at HISRA and she will share the survey with her group
and contacts as well. The District will boost the post to target people in the community.
The District is planning on presenting to the Southside Community United for Change
(SCUC) group on April 16. We will see if PHA can help with the distribution of the survey
in addition to working with Head Start. We will share the link with you if you have
groups to share it with. Our goal is to have public input completed by April 14 so it can
go to the Board on April 20.
Regardless of which playground is chosen, a certified installer will install the playground.
Option #2 is unique in that access to it requires the District to install a sidewalk to
elevate it approximately 3 feet above the grade. We do have topography at that site
that would be conducive to this.
President Johnson asked about the status of the Trewyn flooring. Mary Harden stated a
contractor was there today starting the abatement. Once the air quality is tested as
acceptable, then flooring options will be reviewed.
4.D.

Greater Peoria Sanitary District Projects – Update on Impact to Parks
Mike Friberg stated that this item was presented at the last Planning Committee
meeting on March 1. He wants to reiterate that this is a Sanitary District project to
reinforce their pipes so they do not break into the creek. The trees scheduled to be
removed for this project are fast-growing trees and not valuable to the area habitat. If
anyone has any questions about this project, please feel free to contact Emily Cahill or
Mike Friberg.
Another Sanitary District project is occurring on Grandview Drive. Near the Park District
restroom building is a little brick pump building where the Sanitary District is replacing
the equipment housed in that pump building. This will result in the District restrooms
being out of service for approximately 1 month. Matt Freeman stated that portable
toilets will be placed there in the meantime.

4.E.

Habitat Stamp Grant Update
Mike Miller stated that stamp funds are funds that the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources receives from various hunting and fishing license revenues. Please see
Attachment C. Portions of that money are put aside for habitat improvement. In 2018
the District was approached by the US Fish and Wildlife Federation to partner on a
project that was similar to a project in Winnebago county. The District’s project is
focusing on three different species, the Monarch Butterfly, the Rusty Patch Bumble Bee,
and the aster Boltonia decurrens. This grant achieved multiple goals of the State Wildlife
Action Plan (SWAP).
The cash funding sources are as follows:
-USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Funding = $22,900
-Illinois Farm Bureau = $2,000
-Illinois River Valley Chapter, Pheasants Forever = $4,000
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-Peoria Park District = $3,329.96
-IDNR = $52,924.23
In-Kind Services
-Peoria Park District Staff = $35,854.97
-USFWS Staff = $2,335.58
For the Farmland and Prairie campaign, this grant helps meet objectives 1b) “establish
an additional 1 million acres of grassland, emphasizing upland. Establish and maintain
treeless grasslands larger than 0.5 miles wide and ecological connectivity among
grasslands and other habitat patches” and 2) “restore and manage high-quality
examples of all prairie communities within all-natural divisions within which they occur.”
Additionally, for the Forest and Woodland campaign, this grant meets objectives 1d)
“continued removal and control of invasive exotic plants, especially within high quality
natural areas,” and 1f) “foster collaboration among the Illinois Endangered Species
Protection Board, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
U.S. Forest Service, and other agencies, universities, non-governmental organizations
and institutions on recovery plans and actions for rare and declining species.”

Donovan Park
Restore 12 acres of mesic prairie to area currently dominated by cool season grasses.
Benefit RPBB and Monarch Butterfly along with associated native species.
Robinson Park
Currently known populations of RPBB
Provide food sites by increasing mesic prairie habitat
Woodland enhancement to increase spring ephemeral wildflower populations. Important for
over-winter population survival.
Link existing hill prairie habitat with food plots by enhancing open woodland habitat.
Detweiller Riverside
Former Golf Course
Habitat Stamp Grant- Create 30 acres of wet-mesic floodplain prairie and sedge meadow for
RPBB, Monarch and Decurrent False Aster
NAWCA Grant- Restore 18 acres and expand existing areas of floodplain prairie and sedge
meadow.
Education
Numerous in-person pollinator workshops and events completed prior to COVID.
We also conducted several on-line programs for participants throughout the Midwest. In June
2021, volunteer pollinator monitors found RPBB at our Tawny Oaks Prairie Planting. This was the
first sighting in that restoration project, and recently confirmed and documented by USFWS.
4.F.

Parks Division – Monthly Work Order Report
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Matt Freeman presented the February Closed Work Order Report. Please see
Attachment D. Matt noted that within the Worker Order Report on Page 3 – the
movement of the pneumonic guerilla. This is highlighted so as to point out fun and
interesting items within the report.
5. PENDING BUSINESS
None
6. OTHER BUSINESS
• President Johnson asked if the Gateway Building or the RiverPlex was up for sale. He
was told, possibly as a rumor, that the RiverPlex was going to be torn down. Emily Cahill
stated the RiverPlex is NOT up for sale, nor is it scheduled to be torn down. She will ask
the City of Peoria if there is any misinformation concerning the RiverPlex and whether
the Gateway Building is for sale.
•

Becky Fredrickson stated that Gigi Gibson had requested to put a mural on the northern
wall of the Logan Recreational Center (see picture below) under the direction of Peoria
Guild of Black Artists Lead Teaching Artists. This is an ICJIA-funded project that would
incorporate interns. The mural will not be painted directly on the wall but on removable
panels. The project will be completed by the end of June. Everyone agreed this is a
great idea and gave consensus.

•

Becky Fredrickson stated that recently, the District was contacted by Illinois American
Water Company, the Village of Peoria Heights and City of Peoria stated that easements
were granted to Illinois American who is planning a large water main project that would
involve the bike trail at a section north of Glen Ave. A portion of the project will run
adjacent to the bike trail and will significantly impact usage. There will be times where
bikers would not be able to use the trail at all. Another portion of the project will run
under the trail. The District met with Illinois American to see if there were any other
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options. They stated there may be options to explore but it does seem doubtful. The
District has worked out a detour for the times when there are total closures. The detour
would go from Francis Ave. in Peoria Heights up to Glen Ave. The District will work
closely with Illinois American in communicating information and updates as quickly as
possible to everyone.
•

Emily Cahill stated that Goodwill Industries is interested in a short-term rental of the
Franciscan Recreation Center (FRC) this summer to use for their teen reach program.
The program would serve kids who actually live in that area. This rental agreement
would not change the ROE current conversation or the work through the RFP. This is an
opportunity that would allow the District to generate $3,700 to help with the ongoing
operation of the facility and build capacity to be able to start programming. It would be
for May 31 – August 5 8am – 6 pm. Goodwill requests use of the gymnasium,
community room and kitchen. It will not interfere with any preparatory work the ROE
may need to do. This is good for the District and it’s good to support kids in the area.
Programming wasn’t otherwise planned there this summer. The Planning Committee
gave consensus to allow Goodwill Industries this rental. Emily is communicating with
Kinga at West Peoria concerning this rental.

•

Trustee Joyce Harant stated that she would like to revisit the idea of a Columbus statue
replacement. She expressed concern that the project is unfinished and needs to be c
completed. Emily Cahill stated that the Board had voted in the past about this and gave
direction to return the area to green space. Those minutes will be pulled for
verification. Regardless, Joyce would like to revisit it with that community group. Emily
Cahill stated she would like to pull the minutes to be clear about what exactly the Board
vote on this topic was and the committee will provide direction on next steps. Joyce
and the committee agreed.

•

Trustee Alex Sierra stated that he spoke with Emily Cahill concerning the possibility of
exploring the idea of a plan for some urban forestry in the Southern District.
Specifically, the Harrison School demolition area. This could be an opportunity for the
Park District to contribute to the beautification of the area. Emily will reach out to
Patrick Urich at the City of Peoria to determine what the City’s plan is for that land.
Trustee Sierra would like to work on this. He found funding opportunities through IDNR
and the US Forest Services and would like this to be on the next agenda.

6.A. Springdale Cemetery Savanna Update
The IGA is finalized, with President Johnson having signed 6 copies of the agreement. We are
waiting to hear from the City on land transfer. Internally, staff is putting together the
management conversation in prep for meeting with Mark Matuscak. Our target to have those
first conversations in May. Patrick Urich will contact Emily as soon as they have the info from
Maurer Stutz.
6.B. Moffatt Cemetery Discussion
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Matt Freeman stated that Bob Hoffer notified him that the veteran’s marker was approved,
being cast very soon. Please see Attachment E. Because of the significant contributions of the
Peoria Park District and the City of Peoria, Mr. Hoffer wants that readily apparent to all on the
memorial marker. Consensus was given by the committee to accept recognition on the marker
and give Mr. Hoffer the ok to move ahead.
6.C. Action Step Review
o Analyze viability of revising redistricting map to:
▪ Move Donovan Park into Northern District AND
▪ Move North Valley into Central District
o

Gather public input and provide updates to Board throughout the process. Current
efforts: boosted post on Facebook, Trewyn School voting, Early Head Start at Trewyn
voting, SCUC on 4/16, feedback from HISRA staff and users.

o

Contact City of Peoria and ask about rumor that RiverPlex is to be torn down, Gateway
being sold.

o
o

Mineral Rights: contact Bill Streeter and counteroffer Aldi’s request with 20 year stay.
Request to be on distribution list for Springdale Authority minutes so that minutes can
be added to communications on board agendas.

o

Deactivate Jim Stuttle as PPD representative on Authority board per new IGA

o

Give consensus to Bob Hoffer that PPD is honored to be recognized on the Moffatt
memorial signage.

o

Proceed with FRC short-term lease with Goodwill for summer 2022.

o

Provide minutes from Board vote regarding Columbus Statue to all trustees for review
and determination of next steps including contact with West Bluff leadership.

o

Ask City of Peoria about viability of Urban Forestry collaboration at Harrison School site.

o

Clarify Trustee Bertschy’s idea regarding renaming of Donovan/Donovan Arboretum.

7. NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 3:00 pm
8. ADJOURNMENT
Trustee Joyce Harant adjourned the meeting at 4:53 pm.

___________________________________________
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board
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