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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PLEASURE 
DRIVEWAY AND PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 6:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 
2022 HELD AT THE BONNIE NOBLE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Trustees Timothy Bertschy (arrived at 6:05 pm), Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, 
Alex Sierra, Vice President Jacqueline Petty, and President Robert Johnson. 

TRUSTEES ABSENT:  Kyle Bright 

STAFF PRESENT:  Executive Director Emily Cahill, Deputy Director Brent Wheeler, Attorney Bill Streeter, 
Attorney Kevin Day (v), Rebecca Fredrickson, Meg Boyich, Nick Conrad, Matt Freeman, Mike Friberg, 
Becky Fredrickson, Chief Todd Green, Willie Howe, Melinda Huett, Scott Loftus, Jonelle McCloud (v), 
Mike Miller, Brittany Moldenhauer, Shalesse Pie, Jake Rockhold, Karrie Ross, Rebecca Shulman, Doug 
Silberer (v), Nicole Staley, Yvonne Strode, Jenny Swanson, Greg Walker, and Alicia Woodworth. 
Note: (v) = Attended Virtually  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Melanie Anderson of the League of Women Voters of Greater Peoria, Mark Berhow 
of 520 W. Forrest Hill Dr., Dr. Marwin Spiller and Jimmy Faggett of the Peoria Alumni Chapter of Kappa 
Alpha Psi, and John Martin 

1. CALL TO ORDER
President Robert Johnson presided and called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.

2. ROLL CALL

3. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
All stood for a moment of silence and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATION OF THE LANDEN MEMORIAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD  

President Johnson presented the Landen Memorial Volunteer Service Award stating the 
following:   As many of you know, in 1986 the Board of Trustees established the Landen 
Memorial Volunteer Service Award, which was established in recognition of Frances "Pat" 
Landen, a dedicated long-time volunteer. An important part of keeping the spirit of 
volunteerism alive is to express our gratitude in a tangible way and honor individual volunteers.  
The Board of Trustees established the Landen Memorial Volunteer Service Award to honor an 
individual who has voluntarily given of his or her time, talents and skills, thereby assisting the 
Peoria Park District in the accomplishment of its overall goals.  The nominator described this 
year’s winner as follows:  “One of our premier annual cultural festivals, Peoria Irish Fest — Erin 
Feis, recently capped off its 24th year on Peoria's RiverFront. Each year (except for 2020 when 
the festival was postponed due to COVID-19), thousands of people attend this festival enjoying 
Irish heritage through song, dance, food, drink, cultural exhibits, vendor marketplaces, and 
more. Much of the success and longevity this event has endured can be attributed to the efforts 
of one man.  This year’s winner, John Martin, has served as the event's co-chair since its 
inauguration.  Serving as the co-chair for the event has afforded him the responsibility and 
opportunity to have a hand in all aspects of the festival.  He is able to tap into his resources with 
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the St. Patrick Society of Peoria and in partnership with the District, is able to ensure we are 
producing a top-notch family festival annually on the RiverFront. 

Our winner oversees committees for the festival that range from volunteers, vendors, cultural 
displays, to entertainment. He ensures the committees are working towards a common goal 
that will benefit the festival and the thousands of patrons attending the event. Many of the 
committees he oversees often meet at all hours of the day to accommodate everyone's 
schedules.  

Furthermore, John frequently travels to Irish festivals across the Midwest searching for new 
ideas, whether they are musicians, merchants, or exhibitors that can be incorporated into our 
Irish Fest. Annually, he leads the effort to secure sponsorships for Irish Fest — no easy task 
during a pandemic.  John is willing to go the extra mile in doing whatever it takes to make the 
festival a success. The keen interest John shows in Irish Fest each year is something that cannot 
be overlooked. Adding this all together, you begin to see how valuable John has been for the 
festival and as a resource to our staff. 

John has always shown professional attitude and strong desire to work closely with our staff. His 
attention to detail and ability to work in conjunction with the Peoria Park District's mission to 
provide the best overall experience at Irish Fest each year is one of his many great qualities. 

Altogether, John Martin is a dedicated volunteer who embodies the qualities that were 
embodied by Pat Landen.  Our nominator, Nick Conrad, our supervisor of PPD Events, closed his 
nomination by stating, “John's leadership qualities have shown over the years and truly speak 
for themselves.  In late 2021, John announced that he would be taking a backseat with Irish Fest 
moving forward. I have no doubt that his presence and impact will be felt for many years to 
come. His contributions are very much appreciated by our staff and I believe they define what 
this service award is all about. I, and our entire Events team, are truly fortunate for John's 
commitment to serving his community.” 

PRESENTATION OF THE RHODELL E. OWENS DISTINGUISHED GROUP COMMUNITY SERVICE 

AWARD 

President Johnson presented the Rhodell E. Owens Distinguished Group Community Service 

Award stating the following: “Our second award tonight is the Rhodell Owens Distinguished 

Group Community Service Award.  Rhodell E. Owens was the Director of Parks and Recreation 

for the District from 1945-1981. He left a marvelous legacy of service to the community by his 

involvement with cultural and civic organizations. His name is synonymous with good citizenship 

and quiet service to fellow citizens and he was a leader in the field of parks and recreation.  

Therefore, it is fitting to commemorate his life with the Rhodell E. Owens Distinguished Group 
Community Service Award, to be presented to a local group which has made an outstanding 
contribution to the Peoria Park District through special donations of dollars, volunteer work, 
services, etc., and/or ongoing support on a special project for the advancement of parks and 
recreation that improves the quality of life within the community.  The Peoria Alumni Chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi has long been a partner and friend of the Peoria PlayHouse Children's Museum. 
They are an organization that is always ready to offer their time and energy, whether that is 
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volunteering at an event, joining a committee, or stepping up to lead a program.   Kappa Alpha 
Psi takes time to get to know our mission, which is to empower kids to become explorers and 
creators through play, and do their very best to champion it. They offer their helping hands, 
ideas, and support without asking for anything in return. The PlayHouse is proud to partner with 
an organization that always shows up in more than one way.  The Kappas have volunteered at 
multiple events including Kappas in the Kitchen, Kappa Kids, Cultural Connections, and 
HopScotch.  Following is one example of their creativity and support of the PlayHouse’s efforts:  
One of these programs, Kappas in the Kitchen, is a virtual cooking class that was a great way to 
engage kids during COVID.  The online class featured minority-owned businesses like Triple 
Dipple’s and offered a great opportunity to get kids excited about exploration and creativity 
using a medium they understand.” 

Trustee Sierra thanked President Johnson for appointing him to the volunteer awards 
nominating committee stating it was a good experience and honor.   

4. MINUTES
5.A.  Approval of Minutes of March 23, 2022 Regular Board Meeting
Vice President Jackie Petty MOVED TO APPROVE the minutes of March 23, 2022.  Motion
seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Laurie
Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson.
(Results: 5 Ayes; 0 Nays).  Note: Trustee Timothy Bertschy arrived at 6:05 pm and therefore did
not vote on this item.

5. STAFF REPORTS
5.A.  Executive Director
Emily Cahill invited everyone to attend the Volunteer Appreciation Open House next Tuesday,
April 26 at 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm at the Lakeview Recreation Center.  Fun games and activities are
planned and Parks on Tap will be there.  The District will be honoring volunteers for their service
and encourages all to attend to help celebrate them.

Saturday, April 23 is Earth Day. The District’s annual Earth Day Celebration will be at Forest Park 
Nature Center.  There will also be multiple hikes and activities that will be promoted on social 
media.  Every day is Earth Day at the Peoria Park District as we celebrate conservation and 
environmental stewardship.  The District will be celebrating Arbor Day in May which will include 
a tree planting at Donovan Park.  

5.B.  Superintendent of Planning, Design & Construction
Becky Fredrickson presented the March 2022 Project Report.  Please see Attachment A.  She
highlighted a particularly fun capital project at the Peoria Zoo - the old meerkat exhibit is being
converted into the new python snake exhibit.  This includes the construction of concrete trees,
rocks, and installing a pond for Louise, a 16-18-foot, 240-pound python snake.

5.C.  Information Security Supervisor
Willie Howe provided information to the Board to give an example of ways that technology is
helping the District and improve its financial position.  As you may remember, last year we had
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conversations about some of the District’s telephone contracts.  Below are ways that that’s 
benefiting the District.  Please see information shown below: 

Last year, the Board was asked to approve the termination of a contract with the District’s 
telephone service vendor.  This was requested in order to save money and become more 
flexible with a new vendor.  The information is for landline service only.  District locations that 
still have the old copper lines vs. fiber lines, do not see as much savings as those that don’t.  
Willie: thank you for approving the District terminate the contract.  The Board was very happy 
with this change in vendors and great job in the savings. 

5.D.  Chief of Police

Chief Todd Green presented the March 2022 Police Activity Report.  Please see
Attachment B.  The District will soon post for a full-time police officer which once filled,
would bring the total to four officers.  As a side note, Chief Green stated that on
tonight’s agenda, there is a request for approval for new prep radios, body cameras and
in-car cameras.  Replacement is necessary due to the fact they’ve all reached end of life.
These items are all very important, especially in providing transparency to the
community.
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS
6.A.  Finance Committee – Approval of Accounts Payable
Trustee and Finance Committee Chair Timothy Bertschy reported the Finance Committee has
examined the bills and moves that the President and Secretary be authorized to issue orders on
the Treasurer for the several amounts.

Trustee Bertschy noted that previously, he had not voted on the monthly approval of accounts 
payables due to possible statutory or common law conflict restrictions.  However, recently, 
Peoria County State’s Attorney Hoos confirmed that a conflict does not exist and therefore, 
Trustee Bertschy will be voting on these matters going forward. 

Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the current listing of accounts payable. Motion 
seconded by Vice President Jackie Petty and carried on the following roll call vote: Timothy 
Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President 
Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)   

6.B.  Planning Committee – Draft Minutes of April 5, 2022
Trustee and Planning Committee Chair Joyce Harant presented for Board review the draft
minutes of the April 5, 2022 Planning Committee meeting.  Please see Attachment C.  Due to the
volume of information shared in Planning Committee meetings, the District is providing a draft
copy of the meeting minutes in order to share the committee information with the Board in a
timely manner.

7. NEW BUSINESS
7.A.  Rental Agreement – IDOT Parcel
Becky Fredrickson stated that staff recommends lease agreement renewal between the Illinois
Department of Transportation and the Peoria Park District for the 0.277-acre parcel of land
located at the corner of Knoxville Avenue and Northmoor Road adjacent to the IDOT property
for $200.00/year.  This lease runs from March 1, 2022 until February 28, 2023.  This
is part of the lease and development agreement with the Kim Group, the Peoria Park District agr
eed to follow up on acquiring the 0.5-acre excess right of way parcel at the corner of Knoxville
Avenue and Northmoor Road to secure permanent access into the former IDOT property, now K
eller Station, off of Northmoor Road.  Staff has been working with the Illinois Department of
Transportation to acquire the parcel, but due to the length of time required for legislative action
needed for the transaction, IDOT leased the Park District the parcel to provide ingress and egres
s in 2020 and 2021.  After a lengthy review process, it was determined that the tract of land is
made up of at least two parcels.  The State owns 0.277 acres, and the ownership of the other ar
ea is still undetermined at this time.  It is most likely owned by the County.  That other parcel
may be an item for a legislative subcommittee to discuss because it would take legislative action
for IDOT to transfer to the District.

Trustee Joyce Harant MOVED TO APPROVE the IDOT Parcel Rental Agreement. Motion seconded 
by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on the following roll call vote: Timothy Bertschy, Laurie 
Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, and Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert 
Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)   
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7.B.  Contract for Zoo Security
Nicole Staley stated proposals were solicited for unarmed security services for the Peoria Zoo to
be performed overnight on Fridays and Saturdays along with overnight on holidays from April
22, 2022 through September 30, 2022. This results in approximately 400 hours of regular time
and 24 hours of holiday. While on duty, the security officer will be based in the Zambezi Lodge
and will have access to the security camera system when not performing rounds of the grounds.
Proposals were reviewed for overall cost and the terms included in the agreement. Staff
recommends the acceptance of the agreement for security services from Allied Universal
Security Services of Peoria, IL at an approximate cost this year of $14,278.88 that would run
through the end of September.

Vice President Petty asked why staff is requesting security services for the Peoria Zoo now.  
Nicole Staley stated that the American Zoological Association (AZA) has requested this.  During 
the accreditation process approximately 5 years ago, AZA suggested 24/7 additional security to 
align with industry standards.  Staff felt that was not necessarily needed at the Peoria Zoo and 
security measures have been augmented with cameras, physical barriers, etc.  Adding a security 
officer at this time would be a prudent move in order to be proactive and avoid a possible 24/7 
365-day requirement by the AZA.  AZA has approved this additional step.  Staff feels the security
officers should be unarmed and if an incident were to arise, they would contact District and local
police.

Trustee Laurie Covington MOVED TO APPROVE the contract for zoo security. Motion seconded 
by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call vote: Timothy Bertschy, Laurie 
Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, and Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert 
Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)   

7.C.  Proposal – Trewyn Park - Playground
Becky Fredrickson stated that staff recommends accepting the bid totaling $216,768.65
($210,455.00 plus approximately 3% or $6,3133.65 for required bonds) from Landscape
Structures for the purchase and installation of new play equipment and surfacing for Trewyn
Park.The bid for this playground is provided through the Omnia Partner Purchasing Program, wh
ich offers a prebid price on all Landscape Structures play equipment.  This playground option exc
eeds U.S.Access Board Accessibility Guidelines for Play Areas.  It provides a ramp, a transfer
station, and elements from Options #2 and #3.  This is based on the discussion at yesterday’s
Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee meeting in terms of how to provide adequate
inclusiveness as well as accessibility in order to meet the community’s needs.  Trustees
Covington and Harant thanked staff for being so creative and it really made a great difference.
Trustee Sierra stated that this new development will be very complementary to all of the other
efforts that are going on the south side.

Trustee Alex Sierra MOVED TO APPROVE the proposed Trewyn Park playground. Motion 
seconded by Trustee Timothy Bertschy and carried on the following roll call vote: Timothy 
Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, and Vice President Jackie Petty and 
President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)   
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8. CALENDAR OF CONSENT ITEMS
8.A. Bid - RiverPlex Natatorium Painting 
8.B. Bid - RiverPlex Pool Resurfacing 
8.C. Bid - Bradley Park Shelter Roof 
8.D. Bid - Sommer Farm Shed Roof 
8.E. Bid - HISRA Janitorial Services 
8.F. Bid - Kellogg Golf Course Service Building Roof 
8.G. Quote - Logan Recreation Center Flooring 
8.H. Quote - Peoria Zoo Boiler Replacement 
8.I. Quote - Owens Center Scoreboards 
8.J. Quote - Purchase of the 2022 Golf Course Aggregates 
8.K. Proposal - Trewyn Park Shelter 
8.L. Tent Rentals 
8.M.  Proposal – Police WatchGuard Body Worn Camera Systems
8.N. Proposal – Police WatchGuard In-Car Video Systems 
8.O. Proposal – Police Motorola APX4000 Model 2 Prep Radios 
8.P. Request for Use - Bike Peoria Beers & Gears - Rock Island Trail 
8.Q. Request for Use - Strides for Justice 5K - Grandview Drive 
8.R. Quote for Purchase of Bleachers 

Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent Items 8.C, 8.E. and 8.F, and 
8.H thru 8.R.  Motion seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call vote
Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie
Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

Vice President Jackie Petty requested items 8.A., 8.B., 8.D., and 8.G. be pulled from the Calendar 
of Consent items.  Vice President Petty stated that items 8.A. and 8.B. are the same company 
and she has concerns as it’s the only company that bid.  Becky Fredrickson stated that this is the 
second time these items have been put out for bid.  It was originally put out for bid last year.  
Several people did show up for the pre-bid meeting, including one from Chicago and one from 
the St. Louis area.  They did not bid because it’s a very large project requiring special equipment.  
Vice President Petty is concerned about the company’s lack of diversity.  Becky Fredrickson said 
the company did call her asking for names of companies to contact for subcontracting in order 
to get pricing that may be lower than what they could provide themselves.  They did contact 
Givsco.  Item 8.D., the contractor accident marked both yes and no if the bid is over $100,000, 
requiring minority/women owned contact sheet be provided.  The bid was actually $29,000 and 
therefore did not require the sheet be enclosed.  Item 8.G. did not have a diverse workforce.  
Mary Harden stated she spoke with the contractor when she was visiting onsite.  He stated he 
grew up in the neighborhood, attended Manual High School and played soccer at Owens Center.  
The contractor stated they do look for diversity when they hire.  He stated he doesn’t see other 
trades in the schools like they had in the past.  He also went to local labor unions to try to hire 
diverse laborers but there weren’t any. 
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Vice President Jackie Petty MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent Items 8.A, 8.B., 8.D, and 
8.G.  Motion seconded by Trustee Joyce Harant and carried on the following roll call vote
Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie
Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

9. PENDING BUSINESS
9.A. Ratification of Phone Poll of March 31, 2022: Stratus Networks Easement Agreement
Trustee Joyce Harant MOVED TO RATIFY the Phone Poll of March 31, 2022: Stratus Networks
Easement Agreement.  Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on the
following roll call vote Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra,
Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

9.B. Ratification of Phone Poll of April 6, 2022: Request for Use - Sommer Farm
Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO RATIFY the Phone Poll of April 6, 2022: Request for Use -
Sommer Farm.  Motion seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call
vote Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President
Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

10. CITIZEN REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD
Mark Berhow of 520 W. Forrest Hill, Peoria and is current President of the Center Bluff
Neighborhood Association.  He would like to find out the process of including a shelter at
Columbia Park.  Community events and activities are being planned and would like to start the
process to have a shelter.  President Johnson stated that staff will contact him to get this
started.

11. COMMUNICATIONS
11.A. Springdale Cemetery Management Authority March 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Emily Cahill stated the Springdale Cemetery Management Authority minutes are provided
tonight.  The District was added to their minutes distribution list and they will be shared with
the Board so that we can all keep up on all things related to Springdale Cemetery.

12. OTHER BUSINESS
12.A. Standing Committee Assignments
The standing committee assignments for 2022 are provided.  President Johnson stated the
committees are very important to both the District and community and your involvement is
appreciated.

Trustee Sierra stated that tomorrow at 4:30 community leaders will gather to announce the 
federal funding that will be allocated to help demo the old Harrison School.  He encourages 
everyone to attend. 

13. ACTION STEPS REVIEW
Emily Cahill stated that the only item she has on the list is to follow up with the Center Bluff
Neighborhood Association.  There were no other additions to the list.
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14. ADJOURNMENT
At 7:03 p.m. Trustee Alex Sierra MOVED TO ADJOURN. Motion seconded by Trustee Timothy
Bertschy and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington,
Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6
Ayes; 0 Nays)

Full discussion can be viewed at the following link: https://fb.watch/cxxcO9FQ2O/ 

_________________________________________ 
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth      
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board 

https://fb.watch/cxxcO9FQ2O/
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PROJECTS IN PLANNING AND/OR DESIGN PROJECTS OUT TO BID/QUOTE PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED PROJECTS

Bicycle Safety Town Bridge Handrail Upgrade Bradley Shelter Roof Replacement Bike Trail ‐ Repave Chanute Section FRC Elevator Repair
Bradley Upper Slide Replace Camp Wokanda Replace Well Transformer Bradley N. Fork Bridge Railing Upgrade FRC Lobby Painting & Flooring
Bradley Curb & Gutter Kellogg Service Bldg Roof Replace Central Park Pool Mechanical Upgrades Gun Range Berm Improvement
Camp Wokanda Creek Repair‐Black Feet Bridge Logan Replace Flooring Detweiller Cross Country Bridge/Culvert Kellogg Dredge Silt/Bridge on Hole #15
Camp Wokanda Lodge Siding Repair Owens Scoreboards GLC Front Column Repair Lakeview Rec Scoreboard
Camp Wokanda Shower House Furnace Replace RiverPlex Natatorium Painting Gwynn Playground Replacement
Charter Oak Path Replace ‐ Ph.1 RiverPlex Locker Room Improvements Luthy South Entrance Improvements
Detweiller North Road Inlets Replace RiverPlex Resurface Pools Madison Exterior Building Improvements
Detweiller Restroom Building Improvements Sommer Farm Garage Roof Replacement Owens Interior Painting
Donovan Covered Storage Bldg Trewyn Park Improvements ‐ Playground Pool Drain Cover Replacements
Donovan Pump House Roof Replace Trewyn Park Improvements ‐ Shelter Proctor Locker Room Improvements
Donovan Parking Lot Improv. By Dumpster Zoo Lodge Boiler Stadium Roadway Improvements
FPNC ADA Access Improvements Trewyn Pavilion Flooring Asbestos Abatement
FPNC Office  & Store Floor Replace Zoo Boa Exhibit 
FPNC Valley Loop Trail Bridges ‐ Upgrades Zoo East Perimeter Fence Improvement
GLC Replace Leaking Buried Pipe ‐ Pitch/Putt
GLC Erosion Repair at Radnor
GLC Main Tee Improvements
Glen Oak Lower Pergola Repairs
Glen Oak Lagoon Path
Glen Oak Lagoon Fence Removal
Golf Cart Path Improvements
Golf ‐ 3 Forward Tees
Gun Range Fence/Berm Improvements
GVD Lower Bridge Column Repair
GVD Lower Sediment Basin Improvement
GVD New Sidewalk to Lower Pavilion
GVD Pavilion Floor Repairs
GVD Service Building Roof Replacement
GVD Storage Building Roof Replacement
Gwynn Basketball Courts Renovation ‐ Ph 1
Kellogg Pump House B/F Preventor Repl.
Kellogg Lake Drain Tube on #6
Kellogg Walking Bridge on #2
Kellogg Culvert Replace on #1
Kellogg Storage/Chemical Building
Lakeview Family Aquatic Center ‐ Demo
Lakeview Park Reline Culvert
Lakeview Splashpad
Luthy Conservatory Boiler Burner Replace
Madison Extend Irrigation on #2
Madison Lean‐To on Service Building
Madison Pump House B/F Preventor Repl. Bold Type indicates projects that have moved 
Madison Concrete NE of Clubhouse Repl. to a new column since last month.
Morton Sq. Sidewalks
Newman Replace Isolation Valves

ATTACHMENT A
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Newman Pavement Behind Clubhouse Repl.
Newman Irrigation Control/Satellite Boxes
Newman Chemical/Storage Replacement
Noble Center Front Doors Repl.
Owens Generator Radiator Replace
Owens Front Doors Replace
Owens Back Bridge Decking Replace
Peoria Zoo Path Lights
Peoria Zoo Replace Decking on Boardwalk
Peoria Zoo Red River Hog Fence Improv.
Players Boiler Replace
Playhouse Paint Exterior Trim
Playhouse Slate Roof Replace
Playhouse Parking Lot Improvements
Proctor Gym Roof/Tuckpointing
Proctor Balcony/Railing Upgrade
RiverPlex Flat Roof Re‐coat
RiverPlex Repair Vertical Wall/Roof
Sommer Farm Day Camp Concrete
Sommer Farm Day Camp Restroom Roof
Tawny Oaks House Flat Roof Repl.
Tawny Oaks Garage Roof Repl.
Tawny Oaks Visitor Center A/C
Trewyn Park Improvements ‐ Site Work

ATTACHMENT A (CONTINUED)
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MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 3:00 P.M. ON APRIL 5, 2022, AT 

THE BONNIE NOBLE CENTER FOR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, 1125 W. LAKE AVENUE, 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS. 

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Chairperson Trustee Joyce Harant, Vice Chair Trustee Laurie Covington, 
Trustee Timothy Bertschy (v), Trustee Alex Sierra, and President Robert 
Johnson 
(v) = attended virtually via Zoom

STAFF PRESENT: Executive Director Emily Cahill, Matt Freeman, Becky Fredrickson, Mike 
Friberg, Scott Loftus, Mary Harden, Mike Miller, JD Russell (v), Brent 
Wheeler, and Alicia Woodworth 

OTHERS: None 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Trustee Joyce Harant called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

3. MINUTES
3.A. Approval of March 1, 2022 Planning Committee Meeting Minutes 

  Trustee Laurie Covington moved to approve the minutes from March 1, 2022.  Motion 
  seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on unanimous voice vote.   

4. NEW BUSINESS
4.A. Redistricting Map Discussion 

To further the redistricting discussion, Mike Friberg presented his latest efforts in the 
Park District redistricting and provided the City of Peoria’s newly-created redistrict map.  
Please see Attachment A.  The City of Peoria moved many of their districts to 
north/south assumingly to give more attention to the riverfront.  Previous to the 1989 
voting rights lawsuit, Park District Trustees were all considered at-large.  As such, the 
District needs to ensure the Southern District has one Trustee and it has to be a minority 
majority district and the Park District is focused primarily on the minority population in 
the Southern District.  Central and Northern Districts appear to fall into line.  The city 
council districts appear to focus on geography.  In the past, the Park District was looked 
at as a whole by Trustees, rather than by district as it may be now.  The implication is 
that everyone in the Park District is represented, so essentially, everyone is represented.  
Funding and resources are not divided by district.   

Through discussion, it was agreed that Trustees have two goals in the redistricting 1) 
Keep the Northern Valley in the Central District and 2) Preserve the infrastructure and 
landmarks such as Donovan Park currently in the Northern District.  Mike stated that the 
feedback provided about these two goals provide him with the criteria to consider going 
forward in this process.  He thanked everyone for this information and direction.  Mr. 
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Friberg will continue working on the District maps and will present them at the next 
Planning Committee meeting on May 3. 

4.B. Mineral Rights Discussion 
Mike Friberg stated that as shown in the map below, the District once owned the land 
outlined in blue.  This is Peoria International Airport.  Many years ago, when the airport 
expanded, they came to the District and stated they needed our land.  The District said 
no and that’s why there was a transfer of land.  That’s how the District obtained the 
Forest Park riverfront and several other parcels.  When the District transferred the 
property to the airport, it kept the land mineral rights.  Aldi’s has expressed interest in 
building in the area just north of Limestone High School.  In researching the deed, Aldi’s 
lawyers learned the District still owns the mineral rights to that land.  They would like 
the District to waive the mineral rights in perpetuity.  There are coal mines that have 
been mined out in the past on this land.  Staff is hesitant to waive the rights in 
perpetuity, would rather do it for a set term.  Through discussion, it was decided that 
Mr. Friberg will contact Attorney Streeter to counteroffer Aldi’s request of waiving 
mineral rights in perpetuity, to a waiver lasting 20 years. 

4.C. Trewyn Park Improvements – Update 
Mary Harden stated that approximately a month ago, the District received Trewyn’s 
land survey and Planning is now working on developing the request for bid documents.  
The shelter and playground are the larger items that are being worked on.  Please see 
Attachment B.  The District would like to install a 36’ octagonal shelter which will go to 
the April 20 board meeting for approval.  Lead times for obtaining engineering drawings 
is approximately 4 weeks and 12-14 weeks for the actual shelter materials to arrive 
which puts us at the end of August.  There is a very tight completion deadline as per the 
City of Peoria, all projects funded through funds earmarked for Trewyn Park has to be 
completed by the end of this year.  There are three options for the playground.   

Emily Cahill stated that the District has put together a survey for people to vote which of 
the three options they prefer.  The survey is going out today on social media with a 
boosted post.  The District is working with the Principal at Trewyn School to have the 
kids at Trewyn vote.  The Proctor Center social media pages include the survey 
information.  The District is also working with the Moonlight Coalition to reach out to 
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people and with Katie Van Cleve at HISRA and she will share the survey with her group 
and contacts as well.  The District will boost the post to target people in the community.  
The District is planning on presenting to the Southside Community United for Change 
(SCUC) group on April 16.  We will see if PHA can help with the distribution of the survey 
in addition to working with Head Start.  We will share the link with you if you have 
groups to share it with.  Our goal is to have public input completed by April 14 so it can 
go to the Board on April 20.   

Regardless of which playground is chosen, a certified installer will install the playground.  
Option #2 is unique in that access to it requires the District to install a sidewalk to 
elevate it approximately 3 feet above the grade.  We do have topography at that site 
that would be conducive to this. 

President Johnson asked about the status of the Trewyn flooring.  Mary Harden stated a 
contractor was there today starting the abatement.  Once the air quality is tested as 
acceptable, then flooring options will be reviewed.   

4.D. Greater Peoria Sanitary District Projects – Update on Impact to Parks 
Mike Friberg stated that this item was presented at the last Planning Committee 
meeting on March 1.  He wants to reiterate that this is a Sanitary District project to 
reinforce their pipes so they do not break into the creek.  The trees scheduled to be 
removed for this project are fast-growing trees and not valuable to the area habitat.  If 
anyone has any questions about this project, please feel free to contact Emily Cahill or 
Mike Friberg.   

Another Sanitary District project is occurring on Grandview Drive.  Near the Park District 
restroom building is a little brick pump building where the Sanitary District is replacing 
the equipment housed in that pump building.  This will result in the District restrooms 
being out of service for approximately 1 month.  Matt Freeman stated that portable 
toilets will be placed there in the meantime.  

4.E. Habitat Stamp Grant Update 
Mike Miller stated that stamp funds are funds that the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources receives from various hunting and fishing license revenues.  Please see 
Attachment C.  Portions of that money are put aside for habitat improvement.  In 2018 
the District was approached by the US Fish and Wildlife Federation to partner on a 
project that was similar to a project in Winnebago county.  The District’s project is 
focusing on three different species, the Monarch Butterfly, the Rusty Patch Bumble Bee, 
and the aster Boltonia decurrens. This grant achieved multiple goals of the State Wildlife 
Action Plan (SWAP).   

The cash funding sources are as follows: 
-USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Funding = $22,900
-Illinois Farm Bureau = $2,000
-Illinois River Valley Chapter, Pheasants Forever = $4,000

ATTACHMENT C (CONTINUED)



Minutes: Planning Committee 
April 5, 2022 

Page 4 

-Peoria Park District = $3,329.96
-IDNR = $52,924.23

In-Kind Services 
-Peoria Park District Staff = $35,854.97
-USFWS Staff = $2,335.58

For the Farmland and Prairie campaign, this grant helps meet objectives 1b) “establish 
an additional 1 million acres of grassland, emphasizing upland. Establish and maintain 
treeless grasslands larger than 0.5 miles wide and ecological connectivity among 
grasslands and other habitat patches” and 2) “restore and manage high-quality 
examples of all prairie communities within all-natural divisions within which they occur.” 
Additionally, for the Forest and Woodland campaign, this grant meets objectives 1d) 
“continued removal and control of invasive exotic plants, especially within high quality 
natural areas,” and 1f) “foster collaboration among the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Board, Illinois Department of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 
U.S. Forest Service, and other agencies, universities, non-governmental organizations 
and institutions on recovery plans and actions for rare and declining species.” 

Donovan Park 
Restore 12 acres of mesic prairie to area currently dominated by cool season grasses. 
Benefit RPBB and Monarch Butterfly along with associated native species. 

Robinson Park 
Currently known populations of RPBB 
Provide food sites by increasing mesic prairie habitat 
Woodland enhancement to increase spring ephemeral wildflower populations. Important for 
over-winter population survival. 
Link existing hill prairie habitat with food plots by enhancing open woodland habitat. 

Detweiller Riverside 
Former Golf Course 
Habitat Stamp Grant- Create 30 acres of wet-mesic floodplain prairie and sedge meadow for 
RPBB, Monarch and Decurrent False Aster 
NAWCA Grant- Restore 18 acres and expand existing areas of floodplain prairie and sedge 
meadow. 

Education 
Numerous in-person pollinator workshops and events completed prior to COVID.  
We also conducted several on-line programs for participants throughout the Midwest.  In June 
2021, volunteer pollinator monitors found RPBB at our Tawny Oaks Prairie Planting. This was the 
first sighting in that restoration project, and recently confirmed and documented by USFWS. 

4.F. Parks Division – Monthly Work Order Report 
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Matt Freeman presented the February Closed Work Order Report.  Please see 
Attachment D.  Matt noted that within the Worker Order Report on Page 3 – the 
movement of the pneumonic guerilla.  This is highlighted so as to point out fun and 
interesting items within the report. 

5. PENDING BUSINESS
None

6. OTHER BUSINESS

• President Johnson asked if the Gateway Building or the RiverPlex was up for sale.  He
was told, possibly as a rumor, that the RiverPlex was going to be torn down.  Emily Cahill
stated the RiverPlex is NOT up for sale, nor is it scheduled to be torn down.  She will ask
the City of Peoria if there is any misinformation concerning the RiverPlex and whether
the Gateway Building is for sale.

• Becky Fredrickson stated that Gigi Gibson had requested to put a mural on the northern
wall of the Logan Recreational Center (see picture below) under the direction of Peoria
Guild of Black Artists Lead Teaching Artists. This is an ICJIA-funded project that would
incorporate interns.  The mural will not be painted directly on the wall but on removable
panels.  The project will be completed by the end of June.  Everyone agreed this is a
great idea and gave consensus.

• Becky Fredrickson stated that recently, the District was contacted by Illinois American
Water Company, the Village of Peoria Heights and City of Peoria stated that easements
were granted to Illinois American who is planning a large water main project that would
involve the bike trail at a section north of Glen Ave.  A portion of the project will run
adjacent to the bike trail and will significantly impact usage.  There will be times where
bikers would not be able to use the trail at all.  Another portion of the project will run
under the trail.  The District met with Illinois American to see if there were any other
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options.  They stated there may be options to explore but it does seem doubtful.  The 
District has worked out a detour for the times when there are total closures.  The detour 
would go from Francis Ave. in Peoria Heights up to Glen Ave.  The District will work 
closely with Illinois American in communicating information and updates as quickly as 
possible to everyone.   

• Emily Cahill stated that Goodwill Industries is interested in a short-term rental of the
Franciscan Recreation Center (FRC) this summer to use for their teen reach program.
The program would serve kids who actually live in that area.  This rental agreement
would not change the ROE current conversation or the work through the RFP.  This is an
opportunity that would allow the District to generate $3,700 to help with the ongoing
operation of the facility and build capacity to be able to start programming.  It would be
for May 31 – August 5 8am – 6 pm.  Goodwill requests use of the gymnasium,
community room and kitchen.  It will not interfere with any preparatory work the ROE
may need to do.  This is good for the District and it’s good to support kids in the area.
Programming wasn’t otherwise planned there this summer.  The Planning Committee
gave consensus to allow Goodwill Industries this rental.  Emily is communicating with
Kinga at West Peoria concerning this rental.

• Trustee Joyce Harant stated that she would like to revisit the idea of a Columbus statue
replacement.  She expressed concern that the project is unfinished and needs to be c
completed.  Emily Cahill stated that the Board had voted in the past about this and gave
direction to return the area to green space.  Those minutes will be pulled for
verification.  Regardless, Joyce would like to revisit it with that community group.  Emily
Cahill stated she would like to pull the minutes to be clear about what exactly the Board
vote on this topic was and the committee will provide direction on next steps.  Joyce
and the committee agreed.

• Trustee Alex Sierra stated that he spoke with Emily Cahill concerning the possibility of
exploring the idea of a plan for some urban forestry in the Southern District.
Specifically, the Harrison School demolition area.  This could be an opportunity for the
Park District to contribute to the beautification of the area.  Emily will reach out to
Patrick Urich at the City of Peoria to determine what the City’s plan is for that land.
Trustee Sierra would like to work on this.  He found funding opportunities through IDNR
and the US Forest Services and would like this to be on the next agenda.

6.A.  Springdale Cemetery Savanna Update

The IGA is finalized, with President Johnson having signed 6 copies of the agreement.  We are

waiting to hear from the City on land transfer. Internally, staff is putting together the

management conversation in prep for meeting with Mark Matuscak.  Our target to have those

first conversations in May.  Patrick Urich will contact Emily as soon as they have the info from

Maurer Stutz.

6.B.  Moffatt Cemetery Discussion
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Matt Freeman stated that Bob Hoffer notified him that the veteran’s marker was approved, 

being cast very soon.  Please see Attachment E.  Because of the significant contributions of the 

Peoria Park District and the City of Peoria, Mr. Hoffer wants that readily apparent to all on the 

memorial marker.   Consensus was given by the committee to accept recognition on the marker 

and give Mr. Hoffer the ok to move ahead. 

6.C.  Action Step Review

o Analyze viability of revising redistricting map to:
▪ Move Donovan Park into Northern District AND
▪ Move North Valley into Central District

o Gather public input and provide updates to Board throughout the process.  Current
efforts: boosted post on Facebook, Trewyn School voting, Early Head Start at Trewyn
voting, SCUC on 4/16, feedback from HISRA staff and users.

o Contact City of Peoria and ask about rumor that RiverPlex is to be torn down, Gateway
being sold.

o Mineral Rights:  contact Bill Streeter and counteroffer Aldi’s request with 20 year stay.
o Request to be on distribution list for Springdale Authority minutes so that minutes can

be added to communications on board agendas.

o Deactivate Jim Stuttle as PPD representative on Authority board per new IGA

o Give consensus to Bob Hoffer that PPD is honored to be recognized on the Moffatt
memorial signage.

o Proceed with FRC short-term lease with Goodwill for summer 2022.

o Provide minutes from Board vote regarding Columbus Statue to all trustees for review
and determination of next steps including contact with West Bluff leadership.

o Ask City of Peoria about viability of Urban Forestry collaboration at Harrison School site.

o Clarify Trustee Bertschy’s idea regarding renaming of Donovan/Donovan Arboretum.

7. NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 3:00 pm

8. ADJOURNMENT
Trustee Joyce Harant adjourned the meeting at 4:53 pm.

___________________________________________ 
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth 
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board 
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