OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
PLEASURE DRIVEWAY AND PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 6:30 P.M., MARCH 9,
2022 HELD AT THE BONNIE NOBLE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING.
TRUSTEES PRESENT: Trustees Timothy Bertschy (joined via Zoom at 6:15 pm) (v), Kyle Bright (v),
Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra (v), Vice President Jackie Petty, and President Robert
Johnson
TRUSTEES ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Executive Director Emily Cahill, Deputy Director Brent Wheeler, Attorney Bill
Streeter, Attorney Kevin Day (v), Nick Conrad, Becky Fredrickson, Matt Freeman, Mike Friberg,
Gigi Gibson (v), Chief Todd Green, Willie Howe, Scott Loftus, Peter Kobak (v), Jacob Kuban,
Jonelle McCloud (v), Jocelyn McDowell, Brittany Moldenhauer (v), Shalesse Pie, Jake Rockhold
(v), Karrie Ross, JD Russell, Doug Silberer (v), Nicole Staley (v), Yvonne Strode (v), Greg Walker,
and Alicia Woodworth
(v) = Attending Virtually
OTHERS PRESENT: Liz Lape and Sheridan Hurtig of WMBD, Melanie Anderson of the League of
Women Voters of Greater Peoria.
1)

CALL TO ORDER
President Robert Johnson presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2)

ROLL CALL

3)

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
All stood for a moment of silence and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

4)

MINUTES
4.A. Approval of Minutes of February 9, 2022
Vice President Jackie Petty MOVED TO APPROVE the minutes of February 9, 2022.
Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on the following roll call
vote: Trustees Kyle Bright, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice
President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

5)

STAFF REPORTS
5.A. Executive Director’s Report
Emily Cahill presented Trustee Joyce Harant with well-wishes gifts for she is having
knee replacement surgery next Monday. Everyone wished her a speedy and full
recovery.
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6)

5.B.

Chief of Police
Chief Todd Green presented the February 2022 Police Activity Report. Please see
Attachment A.

5.C.

Superintendent of Planning, Design & Construction
Becky Fredrickson presented the February 2022 Project Report. President
Johnson inquired as to the status of the main floor flooring at Trewyn. Becky
stated that it is in progress, but somewhat delayed due to the necessity of the
bathroom flooring to be replaced first. Please see Attachment B.

5.D.

Parks & Recreation Maintenance Manager
Matt Freeman introduced JD Russell, Supervisor of Parks, and Jacob Kuban, Parks
& Recreation Maintenance Manager. Mr. Kuban will present information
concerning the Donovan Park Morton Arboretum Certification. Mr. Freeman
thanked them for their passion and for giving the District the opportunity to share
the Donovan Park Arboretum. The Board was very excited to learn about
Donovan’s arboretum certification and thanked Mr. Kuban for his work in this
accomplishment. Trustee Timothy Bertschy also thanked Mr. Kuban and stated
that he would like to have a future conversation about renaming Donovan Park
that in some way honors the indigenous people that live in the community.
Trustee Harant agreed stating she thinks this is an outstanding idea. Please see
Attachment C for presentation slides.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
6.A. Planning Committee – Approved Minutes of February 1, 2022
Trustee Joyce Harant presented for Board review the approved Planning
Committee minutes of February 1, 2022. Emily Cahill noted that the District is
trying something a little new this year. Due to the volume of information shared
in Planning Committee meetings, the District is providing both approved minutes
and a draft copy of the just-held March 1, 2022 meeting minutes in order to share
the committee information with the Board in a timely manner. Please see
attachment D.
Trustee Harant inquired as to when redistricting will be placed on the Planning
Committee agenda. Emily Cahill stated it will be on the April 5 agenda.
Trustee Alex Sierra stated that he and Emily Cahill had conversations concerning
the progress of improvements at Trewyn Park and the starting of the process of
soliciting community feedback on those improvements. If anyone has questions,
he encourages them to contact either himself or Emily Cahill or attend the
Planning Committee meetings.
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President Robert Johnson requested information on an item on the March 1
Planning Committee draft minutes, the Mt. Hawley Parcel. Emily Cahill stated this
item is still in the beginning conversation stage with the Greater Peoria Airport
Authority to swap land and purchase land to allow the Mt. Hawley Airport to meet
current standards and expand as required to make it viable. The District owns
land adjacent to Mt. Hawley Airport that they need as a buffer. For the District, it
would ultimately provide better access to the trail that runs through there. It is an
opportunity for both parties to work together to meet individual goals for that
space. More information will be shared as this progresses.
6.B.

Planning Committee – Approval of Patricia Hagenbuch Memorial Bench on
Grandview Drive
Matt Freeman stated that this will be the last bench that staff will be bringing to
the Board for consideration. This particular bench would be in the boulevard
adjacent to the tulip garden on Grandview Drive. Staff received a request from
Brandon Hagenbuch, son of Patricia (Pat) Hagenbuch, who passed away last
August. Pat was an esteemed member of the community, and served on more
than 18 boards throughout her life. To honor her passion of serving others, the
family is requesting a memorial bench be placed in the island near the 4700-block
of Grandview Drive. The family wishes to request this specific location because
there currently is not a bench in that location, due to the abrupt drop-off along
the bluff. Putting a bench on the island near the tulip garden will provide a place
of rest and reflection for the runners and walkers who use the Drive daily for their
health and wellness. Staff recommends approval of this request. Staff will ensure
the bench matches those recently installed by the Park District in other locations.
All expenses will be incurred by the Hagenbuch family.
Trustee Joyce Harant MOVED TO APPROVE the Patricia Hagenbuch Memorial
Bench on Grandview Drive. Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and
carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Kyle Bright,
Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and
President Robert Johnson. (Results: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays)

6.C. Planning Committee – Draft Minutes of March 1, 2022
Please see Attachment E.
7)

NEW BUSINESS:
7.A. Request for Public Comment on Springdale Cemetery IGA Renewal
Trustee Timothy Bertschy stated that he will vote for this agreement, however,
the reasoning behind the fact that the Board is not reviewing the deed in advance
is not well-founded. To prepare a deed for something like this should take
approximately 20 minutes for any lawyer to accomplish. To say that we’ll
negotiate in the future and if it doesn’t work out we’ll terminate the agreement
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would not be a good thing. The IGA has progressed to this point and what
everyone is trying to accomplish here is important, but we should be seeing the
deed and any restrictions or reservations that will be put in the deed. Emily Cahill
stated that as part of the conversations with the City of Peoria and Peoria County,
the commitment to transfer that land was made by all the parties in order to
move the intergovernmental agreement forward. The deed may be easy to
prepare for the easements and the pieces that Trustee Bertschy is referring to, but
the savanna is a small parcel out of the larger Springdale Cemetery. It is not an
existing plot on its own so there are some steps that have to be taken to transfer
the property. This puts a deadline on that and expresses the commitment of all
three parties to work to make that happen. It gives the Peoria Park District an out
if those things are not done to its satisfaction. That commitment by all the parties
to transfer ownership of the savanna to the District is in in her opinion, the great
accomplishment. The willingness on their part to transfer that ecological asset to
the Park District for care, maintenance and ownership, is a significant thing of
note. Moving the intergovernmental agreement forward to show the financial
commitment to support Springdale on the timeline that was presented in the past
agreement and to make sure that there was no gap in support was why the groups
tried to move this forward at this time. She understands and appreciates Trustee
Bertschy’s concerns. She wants to assure everyone that all the parties are
committed to this and the process is something that will take multiple steps
because of a shared operating agreement as the parcel is in the middle of
Springdale Cemetery. Trustee Bertschy stated while he respects and honors what
Emily said and he agrees with all she stated, it is his experience as a lawyer that
everybody is always on board when an agreement is signed. The problem is when
an issue arises later and that’s why you want to have all the work completed prior
to the agreement’s execution.
There were no other public comments.
7.B.

Springdale Cemetery IGA Renewal
Trustee Joyce Harant MOVED TO APPROVE the Springdale Cemetery IGA Renewal.
Motion seconded by Vice President Jackie Petty and carried on the following roll
call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Kyle Bright, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant,
Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 7
Ayes; 0 Nays)
Trustee Joyce Harant stated that it has been her pleasure to work with staff on
renewing the Springdale IGA and we’ve always had the direct intention of securing
the protection of its savanna in perpetuity. This has been an unsolved concern for
many many years. When she first brought this idea to Executive Director Cahill,
she was supportive and open to pushing for solutions. Trustee Harant also
thanked conservation expert Mike Miller for his dedication to finding a realistic
Minutes: Regular Park Board Meeting
March 9, 2022
Page 4

solution to protecting the savanna. Attorney Streeter has been a key and
responsive resource to ensuring that the interests of the Park District and
preserving the savanna are met. In addition, her fellow Springdale Authority
Board member appointed by the Park District, Jim Stuttle, has been an invaluable
resource to understand the history of attempts to protect this savanna. In
addition, thanks to the staff in the background that were concerned and lent their
knowledge and support to this effort. She sincerely thanks Mike Rucker, the
volunteer steward of the Springdale savanna who for so many years has nurtured,
found volunteer workers, spent countless hours in physical labor to improve the
savanna and invested his personal financial resources. Her regret is that as of
now, we have not been able to add back the land on the north end of the savanna
that was by error, excluded by the State of Illinois IDNR, years ago, which is a
mistake that neither the state nor the Springdale Authority were ever willing to
fix. She also does not want anyone to take lightly the magnitude of the
environmental value to not only Peoria but to Illinois to saving this last portion of
this area as a natural savanna that is thousands of years old. We have only to look
to the Rockford Airport and the dismal outlook for being able to protect the patch
of ancient Bell Bow Prairie that is on the airport’s land. She thinks provisions of
this IGA protect the Park District and that we will eventually be able to complete
this agreement. Further, if we have any pushback to get an agreement that is
going to enable the Park District to take over the savanna and be responsible for it
in perpetuity, she is confident that the public will not let that happen. Springdale
Cemetery is an unusual natural resource for the city, the public, and is a wonderful
park-like area in the middle of Peoria that contains such ancient, such history,
adjacent to Glen Oak Park, in essence, protecting that side of Glen Oak from
development, along with the public being able to find important and caring
options when they lose a loved one. If she had anything to add to this agreement,
it would be that the Springdale Authority be required to evaluate some other
options for how the cemetery can become more self-sufficient outside of the
traditional selling of mausoleums and to have more transparency for the public
through its actions and through each of the governmental bodies. To this end, she
will be asking that the District add to the Planning Committee’s regular meeting
and the Board’s agenda at least twice a year to have a report by staff and the
District Authority Board representative, in conjunction with the Springdale
Authority. Thank you everyone and the Board of Trustees for their support in
finalizing this agreement and she looks forward to when we can adopt the
agreement to take over the savanna and obtain the deed.
7.C.

Proposed Policy Revision – Section III Duties and Powers of the Executive
Director of Parks and Recreation Paragraph 3.04
Emily Cahill stated that Section III, paragraph 3.04 of the Peoria Park District Policy
Manual outlines the duties of the Executive Director. Per the request of the Board,
a requirement to maintain business continuity and to plan for succession have
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been identified as clear directives that should be added to this list of authorized
directives of the Executive Director. Staff recommends approving the following
edits to the Policy Manual Section III, paragraph 3.04. Additions are highlighted in
red font for review and consideration. This policy would be presented for Board
approval at the next meeting on March 23.
.04 - The Executive Director will either personally or through designated authority:
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)
(F)
(G)
(H)
(I)

8)

Develop a job description plan and maintain such a plan.
Develop a compensation plan based on job descriptions.
Administer the systems of examination for entrance into Park District
employment and for promotions.
Select, or delegate responsibility to select, all employees as needed to fill
both permanent and temporary positions.
Conduct programs of employee training.
Prepare annual employee evaluation reports.
Maintain attendance and other personnel records
Maintain a business continuity plan to ensure District operations are
continuous and without interruption at all times possible.
Forecast opportunities for succession planning at all levels of the District to
support maintenance of institutional knowledge and quality of District
services to our communities.

CALENDAR OF CONSENT ITEMS:
8.A. Request for Use – Wellness Fair – Proctor Center
8.B. Request for Use – HOI Congenital Hart Walk – Donovan Park
8.C. Request for Use – Peoria Players Theatre – Lakeview Park Parking Lot
8.D. Request for Use – Pediatric Resource Center 5k Run – Donovan Park
8.E. Ratification of Phone Poll of February 17, 2022: Bid – Exterior Column Repair –
Golf Learning Center
8.F. Ratification of Phone Poll of February 17, 2022: Approval of Pre-Travel Expenses
for Trustee Attendance at 2022 IAPD Legislative Conference
8.G. Proposal – HVAC DDC Controllers – Central Park Pool
8.H. Quote – Detweiller Concrete Box Culverts
8.I.
Bid – Bradley Bridge Railing Improvement
8.J.
Bid – Janitorial Services at the Golf Course Restrooms
Vice President Jackie Petty MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent Items 8.A.
thru 8.F and 8.H. thru 8.J. Motion seconded by Trustee Joyce Harant and carried
on the following roll call vote Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Kyle Bright, Laurie
Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President
Robert Johnson. (Results: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays)
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Trustee Alex Sierra MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent Item 8.G. Motion
seconded by Trustee Joyce Harant and carried on the following roll call vote:
Trustees Timothy Bertschy - Abstain, Kyle Bright - Aye, Laurie Covington - Aye,
Joyce Harant - Aye, Alex Sierra - Aye, Vice President Jackie Petty - Aye and
President Robert Johnson - Aye. (Results: 6 Ayes; 1 Abstain; 0 Nays)
9)

PENDING BUSINESS:
None

10)

CITIZEN REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
None

11)

COMMUNICATIONS:
11.A. Hooks Family Thank You

12)

OTHER BUSINESS:
Vice President Jackie Petty stated that earlier today she and President Johnson
were in Springfield for the IAPD Legislative Conference. At that conference, they
met the Director and Chief of Police of the Springfield Park District. They stated
that the amphitheater that was just installed in Decatur is wonderful. Vice
President Petty stated that a trip should be planned to visit Decatur. Emily Cahill
stated she knows that the Decatur amphitheater was privately funded and she is
not sure of the size and scope of it but she will do some research and see if its
comparable.
Vice President Jackie Petty stated that some time ago she had inquired about
whether pickleball could be added to Trewyn Park. Becky Fredrickson stated that
a pickleball court could not be installed at Trewyn’s old basketball court site due
to size. In addition, fencing would have to be installed. Emily Cahill stated she will
gather more information on the subject and communicate it to the Board.
Trustee Alex Sierra recognized Proctor & Logan Recreation Centers General
Manager Jonelle McCloud for the programming she put together for the Harlem
Renaissance program held on February 25. She did a fantastic job coordinating it
all and it was well attended by the community.
12.A. Closed Session
At 6:47 p.m. Trustee Laurie Covington made a Motion to Convene into Closed
Session under Illinois Open Meetings Act Section 2(c)(1) The appointment,
employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of employees.
Motion seconded by Vice President Jackie Petty and carried on the following roll
call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Kyle Bright, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant,
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Alex Sierra, Vice President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 7
Ayes; 0 Nays)
13)

ADJOURNMENT:
At 7:42 p.m. Vice President Jackie Petty MOVED TO ADJOURN. Motion seconded
by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees
Timothy Bertschy, Kyle Bright, Laurie Covington, Joyce Harant, Alex Sierra, Vice
President Jackie Petty and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays)

Full discussion can be viewed at the following link: https://fb.watch/bF_kij2ZFb/

__________________________________________
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board
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ATTACHMENT D
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 3:00 P.M. ON FEBRUARY 1, 2022,
AT THE BONNIE NOBLE CENTER FOR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, 1125 W. LAKE AVENUE,
PEORIA, ILLINOIS.
TRUSTEES PRESENT:

Trustee Joyce Harant, Trustee Laurie Covington (v),
Trustee Alex Sierra (v)
(v) = attended virtually via Zoom

STAFF PRESENT:

Executive Director Emily Cahill, Matt Freeman, Becky Fredrickson,
Mike Friberg, Mary Harden (v), Jocelyn McDowell,
Alicia Woodworth
(v) = attended virtually via Zoom

OTHERS:

None

1. CALL TO ORDER
Trustee Harant called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm.
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
3. MINUTES
3.A. Approval of September 7, 2021 Planning Committee Meeting Minutes
Executive Director Emily Cahill moved to approve the minutes from the previous
meeting, held September 7, 2021. Motion seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and
carried on unanimous voice vote.
4. NEW BUSINESS
4.A. Memorial Bench – GVD
Matt Freeman stated that staff received a request from Brandon Hagenbuch, son
of Patricia (Pat) Hagenbuch, who passed away last August. Pat was an esteemed
member of the community, and served on more than 18 boards throughout her
life. To honor her passion of serving others, the family is requesting a memorial
bench be placed in the island near the 4700-block of Grandview Drive. The family
wishes to request this specific location because there currently is not a bench in
that location, due to the abrupt drop-off along the bluff. Putting a bench on the
island near the tulip garden will provide a place of rest and reflection for the
runners and walkers who use the Drive daily for their health and wellness.
Staff recommends approval of this request and will ensure the bench matches
those recently installed by the Park District in other locations. All expenses will be
incurred by the Hagenbuch family.
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
Jocelyn McDowell has worked closely with Patricia Hagenbuch’s son Brandon on
this request. When they first spoke, Jocelyn explained there weren’t any more
spaces for a bench on Grandview. Brandon said that they had a specific location in
mind that is on an island in the 4700 block because there aren’t benches in that
stretch of Grandview. As such, Jocelyn reached out to the Parks and Planning
Departments inquiring if this location was possible. After review, staff agreed that
this location was a viable spot for a bench. Jocelyn shared with the Planning
Committee that the family isn’t requesting the bench just to honor Patricia, but
rather to carry on her legacy of supporting the community of Peoria, a town she
loved and served through her volunteer work.
Trustee Alex Sierra moved to approve the Hagenbuch memorial bench on Grand
View Drive. Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on
unanimous voice vote.
4.B. Logan Gardens – Convert to Natural Planting Area or Green Space
Becky Fredrickson stated that in 2009 a group called Gifts in the Moment
requested the use of the space southeast of the Logan Recreation Center in Logan
Park to create gardens and work with Garfield School children to encourage
outdoor habitat learning. Their program lasted until 2019 when Intangible Mindz
Agriculture Development entered into an agreement with the Park District to
continue the use of the gardens as part of an urban agricultural program.
Unfortunately, the gardens have not been maintained for a couple of years now
and the head of Intangible Mindz Agriculture Development has not responded to
Park District inquiries. The Park District asked another group if they would like to
take on the gardens, but they declined. The Park District would like to remove the
fences and garden boxes and either return the area to green space for kids or
convert the space to natural landscaping/pollinator type areas.
Staff recommends converting the existing gardens into either open green space or
natural planting areas.
Becky Fredrickson stated that Logan Park was renovated in 1999 or 2000 and the
elements currently in the park are what are needed other than possibly adding
swings and future upgrades to the playground. Work is currently being performed
to upgrade the splashpad. In addition, in the building, the lights have been
replaced and painting has taken place. The floor is on the list to be completed in
2022.
Trustee Sierra stated there seems to be increased interest in soccer lately and
inquired if the park is complementary to soccer recreation. Emily Cahill stated
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
that there currently is a group that plays soccer at Logan Park without a formal
agreement in order to support its use.
Trustee Alex Sierra moved to approve converting the existing gardens into either
open green space or natural planting areas with the condition the District
attempt to donate the boxes to a local organization that may be interested in
receiving them. For example, in a past meeting, Mr. Dave Pittman had stated a
group was interested in starting a garden at the Franciscan Recreation Center.
The individuals associated with the Moffat Cemetery may also be interested.
Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on unanimous voice
vote.
4.C. Trewyn Park Improvements
Becky Fredrickson stated that the Peoria City Council approved the allocation of
Community Development Block Grant COVID-19 funds for the rehabilitation of
Trewyn Park in the amount of $600,000. It is required that the money be spent by
the end of 2022 which presents a short timeframe to get everything surveyed,
design work, etc. Full fencing will not be added to basketball courts however,
partial fencing will in order to keep balls out of traffic. The existing playground
will be replaced and possibly slightly repositioned.
Trustee Sierra had expressed in the past his desire to have preserved natural
green space in the Southern District. He stated that the most evident potential
space would be in area #11 on the plan at Trewyn Park. Becky Fredrickson stated
that area is being evaluated for pollinator and natural planting areas. This cannot
be designated as a nature preserve because that requires preserving existing
nature, which this area is not. However, area #11 could possibly be a pollinator or
prairie planting area similar to what is offered at Tawny Oaks and Becker Park.
4.D. Peoria Park District Redistricting Overview
Mike Friberg gave a brief overview of the Park District’s redistricting efforts, with a
more detailed presentation to be given on February 9. Please see Exhibit A.
Trustee Harant inquired if there is a way to separate out the Hispanic population
from the minority count. Mike Friberg stated that the problem in doing so is that
the census tracks race by up to 6 separate races combined resulting in 80 columns
of minority classification. He can pull those that label themselves as only black but
it is becoming less and less accurate as people are identifying themselves as more
than one race. Trustee Harant would like to know what the changes in Hispanic
population are that would maybe influence services and programming offered.
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
Mr. Friberg said he would provide Trustee Harant a map that can help provide the
information she is requesting.
Trustee Sierra expressed his concern about the fact that in the proposed
redistricting, the Southern District isn’t shown to have a population increase,
considering the fact that the proposed maps and redistricting would stay in place
for the next 10 years. Mr. Friberg explained that redistricting can only take place
every 10 years because it relies on 100% count which census only conducts every
10 years. Historically, the population has dropped significantly in this area every
10 years, unless a significant redistricting would occur.
Trustee Sierra would like to see a comparison of the previous redistricting figures
compared to the new proposed redistricting figures. Mr. Friberg stated he would
solidify those figures for the next Board meeting presentation.
Mike Friberg will create maps showing the different minority groups, where they
are located and where the population is moving. If anyone would like any other
factors please let him know. Trustee Sierra stated he would like to see at least 3
iterations of what the Southern District could look like and possibly have one of
those to include the East Bluff in some way.
4.E. Mt. Hawley Parcel
Becky Fredrickson stated that just as a heads up at this time, the Greater Peoria
Airport Authority has contacted the Peoria Park District stating they are interested
in a land acquisition or conversion on part of the District’s Mt. Hawley parcel.
They are planning some improvements to their airport and inquired if the District
would be interested in possibly working with them on some land swaps or
options. More information will follow at a later date.
5. PENDING BUSINESS
None
6. OTHER BUSINESS
Trustee Harant asked what is the status of the funding for the Glen Oak and Proctor
projects. Emily Cahill stated currently it is unknown, but it is her understanding that this
allocation from the state is being funded from casino sales tax and is not yet fully funded.
The District is waiting for the casino sales tax to be fully funded. Emily has also heard that
because the credit rating of the state has improved, the state may bond for those dollars
and then pay themselves back with the casino sales tax. The District is trying to get
clarification.
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
Trustee Harant stated she had read about property tax abatement where the state would
pay the governmental units. However, sometimes park districts aren’t included and
wanted to be sure PPD is. Emily will confer with the IAPD attorney and seek clarification
on what the property tax freeze implications might be and to ensure that park districts
are included in the local government language.
Emily Cahill stated that the District is awaiting the next version of the Springdale IGA and
is working on the details of the proposed agreement. Thanks to Trustee Harant and
Attorney Streeter who met with staff last Friday to draft the current version. The District
submitted the request for that initial layout previously agreed upon by Board consensus.
The hope is when the District receives this next version, it can be sent out to everyone for
review. It may be possible to be on next week’s agenda. As agreement review meetings
are held, Trustee Harant realized there was a county representative and a city
representative at the Springdale Authority attending the meetings. Emily Cahill attended
a meeting held today and requested the Authority to OMA notice their meetings since 3
Authority members would be in attendance. This was refused by the Springdale
Authority President Pam Johnson. Trustee Harant feels strongly that the District needs to
have a public process for input on this agreement as it appears transparency is lacking.
Emily pointed out that a PPD Trustee who is not a member of the Authority can attend
meetings without it being an OMA issue and as an option, possibly the District could send
a Trustee to be the District advocate at these meetings.
7. NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, March 1, 2022 3:00 pm
8. ADJOURNMENT
Trustee Joyce Harant adjourned the meeting at 4:27 pm.

___________________________________________
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
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ATTACHMENT D (CONTINUED)
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ATTACHMENT E
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 3:00 P.M. ON MARCH 1, 2022, AT
THE BONNIE NOBLE CENTER FOR PARK DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, 1125 W. LAKE AVENUE,
PEORIA, ILLINOIS.
TRUSTEES PRESENT:

Trustee Laurie Covington, Trustee Joyce Harant (arrived at 3:50 pm), and
Trustee Alex Sierra (left at 3:40 pm) (v)
(v) = attended virtually via Zoom

STAFF PRESENT:

Executive Director Emily Cahill, Matt Freeman, Becky Fredrickson, Scott
Loftus, Mary Harden, Jake Kuban, Jocelyn McDowell, Mike Miller, JD
Russell, Brent Wheeler, and Alicia Woodworth

OTHERS:

Robert Hoffer presenting the Freedom and Remembrance
Memorial/Moffatt Cemetery information, Chase Miller and Mike Morgan
of FC United Peoria

9. CALL TO ORDER
Trustee Laurie Covington called the meeting to order at 3:08 pm.
10. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
11. MINUTES
3.A. Approval of February 1, 2022 Planning Committee Meeting Minutes
Trustee Alex Sierra moved to approve the minutes from February 1, 2022. Motion
seconded by Executive Director Emily Cahill and carried on unanimous voice vote.
12. NEW BUSINESS
4.A.
Freedom & Remembrance Memorial – Moffatt Cemetery
Local historian and family researcher Robert (Bob) Hoffer presented plans for a Moffatt
Cemetery memorial to be erected at the corner of Adams & Griswold in Peoria. He stated
his quest in researching the Moffatt Cemetery began in 2016 when researching the grave
location of his wife’s grandfather, Mans Nelson. In the lower level of the Peoria Public
Library, he happened upon a scrap of coroner abstracts, which noted that Nelson’s wife
“had him buried at Moffatt,” a revelation that turned out to pose more questions than it
provided answers.
Checking city directories, he found an entry for Moffatt Cemetery, located at 3900 SW
Adams St – but when he drove to the corner of Adams and Griswold streets, he found a
muffler shop and an electrician, with absolutely no sign of a graveyard. After months of
research, he pieced together a long history of a one-time prominent cemetery which
culminated in the cemetery being abandoned, being rezoned industrial in the 1950’s, and
being simply paved over.
The memorial will be a large concrete circle with a lighted flag pole and five large stone
features.
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The memorial recognizes:
-Pioneer Aquilla Moffatt – who arrived in Peoria when there were only a few existing
buildings and who donated the land for Moffat Cemetery
-Over twenty-six hundred Peoria residents buried here. (Fewer than 100 individuals were
removed to decent and respectful burial places before the cemetery was paved over).
-The forty-eight Civil War Veterans still resting there.
-Nance Legins-Costley, the ‘first slave freed by Lincoln,’ is buried there – while a very
young lawyer, Abraham Lincoln took and pleaded her case for freedom from ownership
before the Illinois Supreme Court in 1841. This favorable court decision effectively ended
slavery and indentured servitude in Illinois. The trial was documented by author,
journalist, and Lincoln historian Carl Adams in his 2014 book NANCE: Trials of the First
Slave Freed by Abraham Lincoln: A True Story of Nance Legins-Costley.
-The Unknown – over 46 stone boxes of remains that were relocated from the Old City
Cemetery during sewer construction projects.
Trustee Alex Sierra thanked Mr. Hoffer for his presentation and stated he has had the
opportunity to talk to veterans about this project and many look forward to the
completion of this project. Trustee Sierra looks forward to seeing how the Park District
can support it.
The group is currently working with other agencies to acquire the necessary land for the
memorial and determine a maintenance plan. The first phase of the project is to erect 3
signs similar to state historical markers. Fundraising for this phase is nearly complete.
The Park District has agreed to install the signs on the site when the time is appropriate.
Please see Attachment A for presentation slides.
4.B.

FC Peoria Field Proposal – Mossville Soccer Complex
Becky Fredrickson introduced Mr. Chase Miller of Peoria FC United. Mr. Miller presented
improvements FC Peoria United is planning on their property which is adjacent to the
District’s Mossville Soccer Complex. Becky stated that FC Peoria’s project Phase 1
requires the removal of soil from FC Peoria fields. FC would then like to work with the
Park District to place the soil onto the District’s bowl field, and then ultimately renovate
that field as well. Staff will work with FC Peoria United to create a formal agreement or
memo of understanding to clarify the work to be done and impact to Park District land.
This agreement will then be brought to the full Park Board for approval.
Please see Attachment B for presentation slides.

4.C.

Mt. Hawley Parcel
Becky Fredrickson stated that as an update to what was reported last month, the Greater
Peoria Airport Authority (GPAA) requested a conveyance of property. Please see maps
below. GPAA would like to pay the District fair market value for the 14.13-acre parcel
noted in orange and gift their 6.1- and 1.2-acre parcels noted in green. GPAA will give a
formal presentation on the details when this goes to the Board for approval.
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4.D.

Forest Park Foundation Parcels
Mike Miller stated that after the District’s acquisition of Forest Park Nature Center from
the Forest Park Foundation, there are still several out-tracks that the Foundation owns
that the Foundation would like to deed to the District as shown in the maps below. Staff
will follow-up with environmental assessments on each parcel and then come back to the
Board with recommendations.

Minutes: Regular Park Board Meeting
March 9, 2022
Page 30

ATTACHMENT E (CONTINUED)

4.E.

Rotary Club of Peoria Endowment Fund Application – Trewyn Park & Logan Park
Emily Cahill stated that the Rotary Club of Peoria committee that evaluates the allocation
of endowment funds contacted the District. They requested the District to submit
proposals for projects. Staff submitted proposals for swing sets at both Trewyn and
Logan Parks. During a recent meeting, they questioned District staff about the details of
the swing sets, volunteers, signage, etc. They were very positive about a potential
collaboration. The District is waiting to hear back from them.

4.F.

Morton Arboretum Certification – Donovan Park
JD Russell stated that on January 28, 2022 the Donovan Park Arboretum was given Level 1
accreditation by Morton Arboretum’s ArbNet Program. Jacob Kuban, Parks and
Recreation Maintenance Manager for the Park District, who oversees Donovan Park
provided the overview. Please see Attachment C for presentation slides.

4.G.

Greater Peoria Sanitary District Project – Bradley Park (Dry Run Creek)
Becky Fredrickson stated that the Greater Peoria Sanitary District (GPSD) is needing to
complete an erosion repair project on an underground pipe in Bradley Park in Dry Run
Creek and will need to remove some trees and vegetation along the red-highlighted area
shown on the map below. This information is provided as an FYI in case anyone receives
calls from patrons/constituents.

4.H.

Trewyn Park Improvements – Project Update
Mary Harden provided an update on the Trewyn Park improvements. The general scope
included renewal and replacement of the basketball courts. The basketball courts are
currently down the hill and somewhat out of the way. They will be brought up closer to
the pavilion. The playground will be renewed and replaced. The current playground is
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approximately 20 years old. The District is working with a playground designer and is
currently evaluating 3 initial playground concepts. Once the details have been fine-tuned
on these 3 concepts, they will be presented to the community and Board for evaluation
and feedback. If funding from the Rotary Club of Peoria comes to fruition, swing sets will
also be added. A new 36’ octagonal picnic shelter, fitting 10-12 picnic tables comfortably,
will be added close to the new playground. Due to the picnic shelter and playground
having rather long lead times of 10-12 weeks from when materials are ordered to time
delivered, the Planning Department is looking into using a purchasing co-op where the
equipment can be purchased by the District directly rather than the contractor purchasing
the equipment. This will allow the picnic shelter equipment to arrive much sooner and be
available when the contractor is ready to start. A certified playground installer will be
utilized for installation of the new playground. An accurate survey of the park is needed.
Due to weather constraints (ice and snow), only a partial survey has been completed and
is hoped to be completed in the next week or so. When the survey results are received,
the District will work on site engineering and design.
As part of soliciting public feedback on the playground, Trustee Harant suggested maybe
having an event at a nearby school so that inclement weather is not a factor. Emily Cahill
stated that this is something Trustee Sierra was very interested in helping to facilitate so
the District will work with him to get that feedback.
4.I.

Parks Division – Monthly Work Order Report
Matt Freeman presented the January Closed Work Order Report. Providing the report in
this Committee rather than at regular Board meetings as in the past is following a new
process. This new process will allow more in-depth discussion in committee meetings on
projects listed. Board meetings would focus more on celebrating the closure of capital
improvement or internal projects that the District would want to bring attention to.
Recognizing that this report is not all-encompassing of the status of projects and that it
does not necessarily tell the whole story; a discussion took place concerning what would
be the best way to report that information in an understandable, timely way. Emily Cahill
recognized this reporting format is still not ideal and the District will continue to work on
its format and delivery process.

4.J.

Seasonal Vehicular/Pedestrian Prioritization Access of Roads – Bradley, Glen Oak,
Detweiller
Matt Freeman stated that the Peoria Park District has more than 20 linear miles of roads
within its Parks. To preserve road conditions and conserve resources required for snow
and ice control services, some park roads are seasonally closed to vehicular traffic. In

the spring of 2020 to conserve financial resources due to the impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic, seasonal park roads were kept closed and remained closed
throughout 2020 until the spring of 2021. Pedestrian usage of park roads for
wellness activities such as biking, hiking, walking, running increased during this
timeframe. Reinforced by the positive feedback from park users and to support
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community wellness, the District kept sections of park roads in Detweiller Park
and Glen Oak Park, closed during 2021. The section of road in Detweiller Park,
referred to as the “south road,” and formally known as West Detweiller Drive, was
opened for vehicular traffic from September 1st through November 21st, 2021.
Recommendation:
• Staff recommends opening the seasonal park roads within Bradley Park when the
consistent threat of winter weather has relinquished.
• Staff recommends the seasonal park roads in Glen Oak Park remain closed to
vehicular traffic in 2022. Staff will work on improving pedestrian access to these
roads with site modifications.
• Staff recommends the seasonal park road in Detweiller Park, formally known as West
Detweiller Drive, also known as the “south road,” remain closed through the spring
and summer seasons, opening to vehicular traffic on September 1st through
November 21st. Staff will work on improving pedestrian access to this section of road
with site modifications.
Please see maps below.
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13. PENDING BUSINESS
None
14. OTHER BUSINESS
Trustee Harant inquired about the status of the FRC Working Group. Emily Cahill stated there is a
Zoom meeting scheduled for next Tuesday, March 8 at 4:30. She hopes to have a final draft of the
Request for Proposals by then.
Emily Cahill stated that all of today’s meeting items and agenda are in Granicus and published for
public viewing. Going forward, it is the goal to do this with all standing committee meetings.
15. NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, April 5, 2022 3:00 pm
16. ADJOURNMENT
Trustee Joyce Harant adjourned the meeting at 5:15 pm.
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