OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE PLEASURE DRIVEWAY AND
PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS, HELD AT 6:00 P.M., SEPTEMBER 15, 2021 HELD AT THE BONNIE NOBLE
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING.

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, and Vice
President Joyce Harant, President Robert Johnson (v)
(v) = Attending virtually
TRUSTEES ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: Executive Director Emily Cahill, Deputy Director Brent Wheeler, Attorney Bill Streeter, Attorney
Kevin Day, Nick Conrad (v), Becky Fredrickson, Matt Freeman, Mike Friberg, Chief Todd Green, Willie Howe, Peter
Kobak, Scott Loftus, Karrie Ross, Shalesse Pie, Tiffany Shipley, Nicole Staley, Doug Silberer (v), Nicole Staley (v),
and Alicia Woodworth.
(v) = Attending virtually
OTHERS PRESENT: Liam Donahue, Jim Hopkins, Denise Cooksey, Theresa Black, Catharine Schaidle,
Chelzey Lahood, Annalee Anderson, Leo Martin, Hunter Plemmons, Mary Barthel, Alice Nash, Duane
Schrum, Jim McGinn, Calliope McGraw, Savannah Roberts, Luan Railsbad
1)

CALL TO ORDER:
Vice President Joyce Harant presided and called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.

2)

ROLL CALL

3)

MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
All stood for a moment of silence and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

4)

MINUTES:
4.A.
Approval of Minutes of August 25, 2021
Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the minutes of August 25, 2021. Motion
seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees
Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice President Joyce
Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

5)

STAFF REPORTS:
5.A.
Executive Director’s Report
Executive Director Emily Cahill thanked everyone for their generous outpouring of
kindness and support after the passing of former Peoria Park District Executive Director
Bonnie Noble. The District is humbled by the number of donations received from across
the country recognizing Bonnie’s contributions to the District. The District is working
with the Noble family in finding a way to make those gifts significant including making
them a part of the District’s long-term legacy fund.
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Emily Cahill reminded everyone that this weekend is Oktoberfest on the Riverfront. She
thanked everyone involved for making these types of events successful and they are
doing an outstanding job of keeping everyone safe adhering to current COVID-19
requirements in outdoor settings.
Emily Cahill thanked everyone that participated in the ParkPossible Talk About it
Tuesday session last night at Donovan Park. The next Talk About it Tuesday session will
be held on Tuesday, September 28 4:00 – 6:00 pm at Donovan Park. The District is
currently working on locations for the October sessions and they will be posted on the
PPD website when finalized. The District is working with their web designer to provide
better and easier accessibility of ParkPossibilities information on the PPD website. Any
time new information is added to the ParkPossibilities section of the website, the PPD
Facebook page will also be updated with that new information. This is all to make
information as easily accessible as possible for all. Public input and conversations have
been very much appreciated as they all make the District better. Everyone is
encouraged to continue to be a part of this open and transparent process that helps
make the District and the community stronger.
5.B.

Superintendent of Planning, Construction & Design
Superintendent of Planning, Design and Construction Becky Fredrickson presented the
August 2021 Monthly Project Report. Trustee Timothy Bertschy asked if the sealcoating
on the bike trail from Knoxville Ave. to Glen Ave. will be performed on the entire path or
just in certain spots. Becky Fredrickson stated it will be the entire path.

5.C.

Chief of Police
Chief of Police Todd Green presented the August 2021 Police Activity Summary. There
are increased period patrols at Morton Square Park due to recent littering and ground
damage.

6)

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
None

7)

NEW BUSINESS:
7.A.
Peoria Players Theatre Request to Sell Alcohol
Superintendent of Parks Matt Freeman, presented Peoria Players Theatre (PPT) request
to sell alcohol. PPT Board member Theresa Black was in attendance to answer any
questions or concerns the Board may have. She explained how PPT will enforce the
two-drink limit per patron as stated in the agreement. Trustee Timothy Bertschy asked
why this particular agreement has an indemnity clause when it is not necessary in this
particular instance. Matt Freeman stated it is due to boilerplate language and was not
removed. Trustee Bertschy stated in the future, if the District is not indemnifying
anything, it should not be stated so in the agreement.
Trustee Jackie Petty MOVED TO APPROVE the Peoria Players Theatre’s request to sell
alcohol. Motion seconded by Trustee Laurie Covington and carried on the following roll
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call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice
President Joyce Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)
7.B.

Quote - Catering for ELITE Gamechanger and Re-Entry Programs
Nicole Staley, Purchasing Supervisor, presented the quote for catering for the ELITE
Gamechanger and Re-Entry Programs stating staff recommends that catering services be
provided by Hy-Vee of Peoria, IL for an approximate total of $22,360.00. Re-Entry
meals will be charged to the ICJIA grant per grant eligibility guidelines and Gamechanger
meals will be charged to the District’s Community Outreach budget.
Sherry Cannon, ELITE Program Director, was in attendance to answer any specific
questions or concerns from the Board. Discussion was had concerning ELITE
Gamechangers retention and impact data. Trustee Timothy Bertschy requested
statistics showing how PPD defines success and how the programs define it and then
compare. Emily Cahill stated she could provide yet tonight the year-end closeout ICJIA
report. She will invite Supervisor of Community Outreach Carl Cannon to a Board
meeting in October after the quarterly report is prepared, to address the Board on these
items discussed. She will also work with staff to create a draft electronic dashboard that
would coordinate all this type of information. Sherry Cannon will provide Emily Cahill
with a Peoria Public Schools report related to the ELITE programming which ties in to
District statistics.
Trustee Alex Sierra asked what is the current balance on the overall ICJIA budget. Karrie
Ross could not answer that specifically at this moment. A discussion took place
concerning the ICJIA grant eligibility requirements of both the Gamechanger and ReEntry programs. The Gamechanger program portion of the quote from Hy-Vee is
$14,760.00 and would not be funded by ICJIA but rather the District’s Community
Outreach budget. Trustee Alex Sierra requested that if the $14,760 has to be allocated
to the District’s Community Outreach budget, to please let the Board know. Emily Cahill
stated she will see if this information can be properly tracked.
Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE the catering for Elite Gamechanger and
Re-Entry Programs. Motion seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following
roll call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice
President Joyce Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

7.C.

Glen Oak Park Conceptual Reimagination - Staff Recommendation
Executive Director Emily Cahill presented the staff recommendation for the Glen Oak
Park Conceptual Reimagination. Staff is not requesting the Board to vote upon this
recommendation tonight. It is staff’s intent to request Board approval of the concept
plan at the September 29 Board meeting in order give ample time for people to see the
formal recommendation which is based upon the feedback the District has received
from the community.
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The recommendation includes the following improvements to Glen Oak Park:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

Remove the fence and barbed wire around the amphitheater space. Once this has been
taken down, staff will remove less desirable vegetation on the hillsides to allow for
better visibility into the bowl and lagoon. As staff lays out the new elements in the park,
staff will determine best practice for adding new fence or barriers as needed for safety
of users.
Remove and replace the existing wooden Tri-Centennial Playground with an all-inclusive
playground in the same general area. This playground will have the poured in place
rubber surfacing and playground elements for all ability children. Somewhere near the
new playground will be a sign honoring the Tricentennial Playground and the pride and
love so many have/had for it.
Remove and replace the restroom building near the Tri-Centennial Playground. Replace
this structure with a more modern fully accessible restroom.
Add two new picnic shelters as part of these improvements. Assuming space allows, one
shelter will be located up near the new playground, while the other shelter will be
located down in the bowl to allow families space to picnic and use the lagoon.
Remove the existing band shell and replace it with a more modern/versatile style in the
general northeast quadrant of the lower bowl. This will allow for performing arts
programming to remain in the bowl and provide for a picnic space when the band shell
is not in use. The exact location will be determined once additional information is
acquired (amphitheater type, size, access for users, topography limitations, etc.). The
direction of the new amphitheater will be directed out toward the bowl (facing
southwest direction). It is hoped that a retractable projection screen can be
incorporated into the new band shell for other programming opportunities. Somewhere
near the new amphitheater will be a sign honoring the 1959 bandshell and the joy it
brought over the years.
Add three new half-court basketball courts to Glen Oak Park. Basketball is a needed
element based on the increased number of kids in the area. With limited access to other
public basketball courts in the East Bluff, this element could be highly used. Staff has
proposed two different spots (one along Prospect in the open green space and the other
by the tennis and pickleball courts). The final spot is not currently known.
Trustee Timothy Bertschy expressed his concern about what exactly the Board would be
expected to vote upon at the September 29 meeting. He feels the Board does not have
all the financial information needed for vote. Emily Cahill stated that the scope of this
recommendation is based upon the $2 million received due to the advocacy of
Representative Jehan Gordon-Booth. Staff needs direction from the Board to determine
the scope of the possible improvements that the Board supports. Staff believes the
costs of the proposal would not exceed the $2 million. The estimated cost of the items
listed was developed by expert and experienced staff. The estimated costs tell the
Board that all the things proposed are obtainable within the $2 million budget.
Estimates of these items can be provided to the Board prior to the September 29
meeting if requested. Trustee Bertschy stated that the Peoria Municipal Band needs to
be consulted in order to determine if installing a new band shell rather than renovating
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the existing one is preferable. If a new band shell is preferred, what specifications
would the Peoria Municipal Band require? Emily Cahill stated that once the Board
provides staff with the scope of what is needed, staff could confer with the Municipal
Band for specific needs. Trustee Bertschy wants to make sure the Peoria Municipal
Band is comfortable with the concept of a new band shell that would serve as their new
home. Emily Cahill emphasized that this proposal consists of broad-stroke concepts.
What the staff is asking of the Board is to approve and authorize that these are the
directions to go in as far as the reimagination. When staff gets to the point where exact
details of design for each element, those details will go through the normal bid and
quote process to eventually be authorized and approved by the Board. The Board will
be asked to approve at the September 29 a plan that staff believes is viable within the 2
million budget that has been provided. Public input will be sought when the time comes
to design and create the exact details of each item. This would happen post-concept
approval by the Board. During that process, the District will consult with relevant
experts and community focus groups to develop the specifications for each item.
8)

CALENDAR OF CONSENT ITEMS:
8.A.
8.B.

Request for Use - Walk for Suicide Prevention - Sommer Park 10.2.21
Purchase of Zamboni
Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent items 8.A. and 8.B.
Motion seconded by Trustee Jackie Petty and carried on the following roll call vote:
Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice President
Joyce Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

8.C.

Change Order - Bradley Park South Bridge
Trustee Timothy Bertschy asked the meaning of the following sentence in the change
order: “The bids were over-budget, and significant extra funds from bonded project
residuals were used in order to award the project. The contractor was asked to look for
any cost-saving measures that would not affect the function of the bridge.” Mike
Friberg, Park Planner, stated that when projects come in over budget the District looks
for projects that are under budget called leftover residuals. The District has to use these
residual funds within a certain amount of time otherwise they are absorbed back into
the general fund. This is a bonded project.
Trustee Timothy Bertschy MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent item 8.C. Motion
seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees
Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice President Joyce
Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)

8.D.

Request for Use – ShaZam Racing at Newman Golf Course
President Robert Johnson MOVED TO APPROVE Calendar of Consent item 8.D. Motion
seconded by Trustee Jackie Petty and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees
Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice President Joyce
Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0 Nays)
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9)

PENDING BUSINESS: None

10)

CITIZEN REQUEST TO ADDRESS THE BOARD:
Hunter Plemmons
Denise Cooksey
Catherine Schaidle
Diane Schrum

11)

COMMUNICATIONS:
11.A. AmazonSmile Program Activity April 1 thru June 30
Second quarter AmazonSmile donations total $122.60.

12)

OTHER BUSINESS:
Trustees Jackie Petty and Timothy Bertschy spoke on behalf of the Golf Committee about the
stump carving project. Goal is $3,000 please donate if able. The carving will be eight-feet-high
and on both sides of the tree. The artwork will be a replica of the Park District logo, PPD over an
oak leaf in yellow and green. Those who contribute $25 or more will be recognized on a plaque
in the Newman Pro Shop. Donations may be made with cash or check and mailed to Stump
Project at Peoria Park District, 1125 West Lake Avenue, Peoria, IL 61614 or online at
donations.peoriaparks.org/donations.
Trustee Alex Sierra asked when is it appropriate for Trustees to have on-the-record dialogue
with patrons and constituents? Emily Cahill stated that traditionally, the public input sessions
concerning a particular topic are the only venue which this could happen as Trustees are not to
talk to constituents individually but rather in a group setting. Trustee Sierra stated he would like
to see the Board have other options for when can Trustees have an appropriate session.
Trustee Bertschy suggested possibly during a public Talk About it Tuesday Trustees could
participate with dedicated times. He suggested that at the next Strategic Planning meeting the
Board could talk about communications with voters. Emily Cahill stated the Board retreat can
address this too and she will add to the agenda’s current list of communications,
Communication Between Trustees and Constituents.

13)

ADJOURNMENT:
At 7:43 p.m. Trustee Jackie Petty MOVED TO ADJOURN. Motion seconded by Trustee Alex Sierra
and carried on the following roll call vote: Trustees Timothy Bertschy, Laurie Covington, Jackie
Petty, Alex Sierra, Vice President Joyce Harant and President Robert Johnson. (Results: 6 Ayes; 0
Nays)

Full discussion can be viewed at the following link: https://fb.watch/88JidSs6xs/
__________________________________________
Respectfully Submitted by Alicia Woodworth
Executive Assistant and Secretary to the Board
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PLEASURE DRIVEWAY
AND PARK DISTRICT OF PEORIA

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Emily Cahill

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 61604
Administration 682-1200
Parks
682-6684

Recreation 688-3667
Planning 686-3386

DATE:

September 9, 2021

FROM:

Becky Fredrickson
Superintendent of Planning

SUBJECT:

Glen Oak Park Improvements

BACKGROUND:
Over the last 20 years, numerous improvements have taken place and millions of dollars have been invested in
Glen Oak Park. There has been the development of the Africa Exhibit at the zoo, the construction of the
Australian Walk-About Exhibit in the zoo along with the new Barton Pavilion entry, the construction of the
Adventure Grove play area, the renovation of the Glen Oak Pavilion into the Peoria PlayHouse Children’s
Museum, improvements to the green houses at Luthy, complete re-build of the lesson tennis courts, and the
addition of eight new pickleball courts. There has also been curb and gutter and sidewalk replacement
throughout the park.
As the neighborhood and city continues to change, staff knows that the park must both remain the positive anchor
it has always been, and must change to accommodate the new needs of the community. This understanding,
along with the knowledge that the much-loved Tri-Centennial Playground was nearing end of its life, lead staff to
look at the area of the park normally fenced off for special events to be more versatile and open to the community
for daily use.
After two public input sessions held at the Glen Oak Park Amphitheatre near the lagoon, dedicated solely to the
potential Glen Oak Park improvements, along with numerous other Talk About it Tuesday and Thursday events
and written comments from neighbors and the community, staff has put together a conceptual list of items with
potential locations for the Board to approve, allowing staff to continue along the path of design and development.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the following improvements to Glen Oak Park.
1. Remove the fence and barbed wire around the amphitheatre space. Once this has been taken down,
staff will remove less desirable vegetation on the hillsides to allow for better visibility into the bowl and
lagoon. As staff lays out the new elements in the park, staff will determine best practice for adding new
fence or barriers as needed for safety of users.
2. Remove and replace the existing wooden Tri-Centennial Playground with an all-inclusive playground in
the same general area. This playground will have the poured in place rubber surfacing and playground
elements for all ability children. Somewhere near the new playground will be a sign honoring the TriCentennial Playground and the pride and love so many have/had for it.
3. Remove and replace the restroom building near the Tri-Centennial Playground. Replace this structure
with a more modern fully accessible restroom.
4. Add two new picnic shelters as part of these improvements. Assuming space allows, one shelter will be
located up near the new playground, while the other shelter will be located down in the bowl to allow
families space to picnic and use the lagoon.
5. Remove the existing band shell and replace it with a more modern/versatile style in the general northeast
quadrant of the lower bowl. This will allow for performing arts programming to remain in the bowl and

provide for a picnic space when the band shell is not in use. The exact location will be determined once
additional information is acquired (amphitheatre type, size, access for users, topography limitations, etc.).
The direction of the new amphitheatre will be directed out toward the bowl (facing southwest direction). It
is hoped that a retractable projection screen can be incorporated into the new band shell for other
programming opportunities. Somewhere near the new amphitheatre will be a sign honoring the 1959
bandshell and the joy it brought over the years.
6. Add three new half-court basketball courts to Glen Oak Park. Basketball is a needed element based on
the increased number of kids in the area. With limited access to other public basketball courts in the East
Bluff, this element could be highly used. Staff has proposed two different spots (one along Prospect in
the open green space and the other by the tennis and pickleball courts). The final spot is not currently
known.
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